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Syria frees jailed Palestinians 

TUNIS (R) — Syria sax! Tuesday It had freed aO Palestinians in is jail* , 
and Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) s o ur ces in Tinas said most 
were long-detained s u pp or ters of PLO leader Yasser Arafat. Announcing 
the release in Damascus, a Syrian official did not say bow many 
Palestinians had been freed or bow long they had been held. “Concerned 
Syrian authorities today released all Palestinians derained- Those released 
bad committed offences in a previous period which r equired their 
detention.” the official said. PLO sources said there were 4,000 to 5.000 
Palestinians in Syrian prisons and most had been held relations 
between Mr. Arafat and Syrian President Hafez AI Assad soured in 1983. 
The question of their release had been a st umbling block in mediation 
efforts, mainly by Algeria, the sources said. 
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Emir may return to Kuwait Thursday 

PARIS (R) — The Emir of Kuwait could return home from exile 
Thursday, two weeks after the liberation of his country, Arab diplomatic 
sources said Tuesday. The emir. Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad At Sabah, has 
been in exile in the Saudi resort of Taif since Iraq took over Kuwait on 
Aug. 2. Troops of the U.S.-led alliance recaptured the emirate 12 days 
ago- "The emir will return home maybe in two days," the sources said. 
Kuwait's crown prince and prime minister. Sheikh Saad AI Abdullah Al 
Sabah, returned home last week with the entire cabinet which includes 
several members of the ruling Sabah family. Tbc emir travelled to Mecca 
to perform Umra Monday but it was not dear whether he then returned to 
Taif. 
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Clark in Iran 

NICOSIA (R) — Canadian Fore- 
ign Minister Joe Clark, the most 
senior Canadian official to visit 
Iran since the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution, discussed the aftermath 

of the Gulf war with Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
Tuesday. Mr. Velayati reiterated 
Iran’s policy of non-interference 
in the internal af f a ir s of Iraq and 
said its future should be deter- 
mined by its people alone, 
Tehran Radio reported. Mr. 
Clark said regional countries 
needed to mist each other more 
to guarantee their security. 

Hogg begins 
visit to Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — British 
Foreign Office Minister Douglas 
Hogg arrived in Damascus Tues- 
day for talks on Middle East 
peace and Western hostages held 
in Lebanon. He is the first British 
minister to visit since relations 
were restored in November after 
a four- year break. "We want to 
stress our willingness to establish 
good relations with the Syrian 
government.” Mr. Hogg told re- 
porters. 

U.S- cancels 
travel advisory 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
State Department has cancelled a 
seven-week-old notice warning 
Americans travelling anywhere in 
the world of the potential for 
Gulf-related attacks. The initial 
advisory had been issued as the 
allies started the air war against 
Iraqi forces. "With the cessation 
of hostilities in the ’Persian’ 
Gulf, the worldwide-Peraan Gulf 
advisory of Jan. 16, 1991, has 
been cancelled,” a department 
statement said. At the same time, 
it warned that tensions still re- 
main in portions of the 'Middle 
East, Africa and South Asia evep 
though a ceasefire is in place in 
the Gulf. 

Schwarzkopf 
visits Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AP) — U.S. 
General H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
arrived in Kuwait City Tuesday 
and took sand from the free 
beaches of Kuwait in the first visit 
of the commanding general of the 
allied forces to the oQ-ricfa emi- 
rate. He filled a small bottle with 
sand from Kuwait beach. Gen. 
Schwarzkopf flew into Kuwait in 
his U.S. army 021 transport 
plane, met noth Kuwait's prime 
minister and crown prince, 
Sheikh Saad Al Abdallah Al 
Sabah, and U.S. Ambassador to 
Kuwait Edward Gnehm. "As far 
as I'm concerned, it's over,” the 
general said, referring to the war. 

Egypt, Iran to reopen 
interest sections 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt and Iran 
will reopen interest sections next 
week in a first step towards re- 
suming diplomatic relations se- 
vered almost 12 years ago, a 
Foreign Ministry official said 
Tuesday. The official said Ahmad 
Namek, who bolds the rank of 
ambassador, will head Egypt's 
interest section at the French 
embassy in Tehran next week. 
Iran also will send a representa- 
tive whose office will be attached 
to the Swiss embassy in Cairo. 

Algerians do not 
plan to boycott Ha] 

RIYADH (AP) — Algeria’s 
ambassador to Saudi Arabia has 
said his country will not boycott 
this year’s Haj, the official Saudi 
Press Agency reported Tuesday. 
“The press reports that said 
Algeria might boycott the coming 
Haj season are not true,” Abdul 
Qadir Ben Saleh said after talks 
late Monday with Saudi Minister 
of Pilgrimage and Endowments 
‘Abdul Wahab Abdul Wasie. 

Mubarak, Fernandez 
Ordonez meet 

CAIRO (AP) — Spanish Foreign 
Minister Francisco Fernandez 
Ordonez met President Hosni 
Mubarak Tuesday and said after- 
wards that they discussed bilater- 
al relations and the post-war 
situation in the Gulf region. The 
Spanish official was also quoted 
by the state-run Middle East 
News Agency as saying that Mr. 
Mubarak stressed the im p o rt a nce 
of maintaining the territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq. 


Karbala, Najaf under 
firm Iraqi army control 


Saddam chairs top- level meeting 


Combined agpocy dispatches 

IRAQI TROOPS retook two ma- 
jor southern cities as opposition 
leaders meeting in Beirut squab- 
bled over their individual role in 
the dissension against the Bagh- 
dad government. 

The opposition leaders con- 
ceded Tuesday that Iraq's troops 
were in control of the Shiite 
Muslim holy rides of Karbala and 
Najaf. 

Iran's official media said loyal- 
ist forces had used napalm to try 
to crush the rebellion in the 
southern port city of Basra. 

Rebel sources claim control of 
many towns and cities in the 
north, but the inconsistency of 
their reports indicate that many 
areas are see-sawing between 
government and insurgent con- 
trol. 

Kurdish guerrillas claimed they 
beat back an attack near 
Chamshmal, north of Kirkuk, by 
Iraqi troops supported by 
guns hips, artillery and tanks . 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency quoted an uniden- 
tified spokesman of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan (PUK) as 
saying the government 
threatened to k01 5,000 Kurdish 
who had allegedly been rounded 
up and taken to Kirkuk. 

A PUK source in Tehran 


ciaimed that the rebels had cut 
the highway between Baghdad 
and Kirkuk. 

Sources at a meeting in Beirut 
of 325 Iraqi opposition leaders 
from 23 factions conceded that 
Iraqi troops had retaken Karbala 
and Najaf after heavy fighting on 
Monday. 

"Several towns change hands 
repeatedly. One day we control 
then and the other day the army 
controls them. Then we attack 
them again. There is still some 
fighting in Najaf and Karbala, but 
most of them are controlled by 
the army,” said one source, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The Iraqi newspaper Al Thaw- 
ra reported Tuesday that First 
Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan , a Revolution- 
ary Command Council member, 
was among four high-ranking 
government officials who visited 
four southern provinces Monday. 

Bayan Jaber of the Shi’ite Sup- 
rone Assembly for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq claimed Mon- 
day in Damascus that Mr. Rama- 
dan was lulled by President Sad- 
dam's bodyguards when he shot 
the iraqi leader in the right hand 
in an assassination attempt. 

The Iraqi run media has made 
no direct reference to the insur- 
rection. 


Bat the newspaper story men- 
tioning Mr. Ramadan appeared 
designed to lay to rest claims that 
he had been killed, as well as 
indicate that the government had 
retaken cootrol in Babil, Maisan 
and Dhi Qar provinces in south- 
ern Iraq. 

The government’s recapture of 
Najaf and Karbala was a prop- 
aganda blow to the rebels. 

In a separate report. Radio 
Baghdad said President Saddam 
met Military Industrialisation 
Minister Hussein Kamel Hassan 
who reported to the Iraqi leader 
on a visit he made to Karbala. 

Mr. Hassan, according to Iraqi 
exiles, has been a constant com- 
panion of President Saddam since 
the Gulf crisis erupted last Au- 
gust with Baghdad's invasion of 
Kuwait. 

He is the brother of Interior 
Minis ter Ali Hassan Al Majid, 
appointed by President Saddam a 
week ago. 

The opposition leaders mean- 
while tried to bridge their differ- 
ences over the strategy of their 
rebellion and the future of Iraq if 
they can topple President Sad- 
dam. 

A major theme of the confer- 
ence was the need for better 
coordination among the rebel 

(Continued on page 5) 


Two Israeli soldiers killed 
after struck by Palestinian car 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian driv- 
er killed two Israeli soldiers when 
his car struck an army foot 
patrol in the occupied Gaza Strip, 
the army said Tuesday. It said 
investigators were examining 
whether it was intentional or an 
accident. 

The incident, in which two 
other soldiers also were injured, 
occurred late Monday afternoon 
two hours after the arrival of U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker. 

But the army delayed publica- 
tion apparently over difficulties in 
finding relatives to notify them. 

The accident occurred in Beit 
Hanoun, in northern Gaza, as 
soldiers were in patrol, the army 
said. An automobile bearing local 
license plates struck them, and 
tiie driver, a Palestinian, was shot 
and wounded as he sped away, it 
added. 

One soldier died on the spot 
and a second died while he was 
being taken to hospital, the army 
said. It said a third was injured 


moderately and another lightly. 

The driver was laier trade ed 
down at his home in nearby Gaza 
City’s Sejafyeh quarter, the army 
said. 

“From preliminary investiga- 
tions it is unclear whether it was 
an accident or an intentional hit," 
die statement added. 

Israel Radio said the auto- 
mobile, veered across the road 
and struck the soldiers as they 
walked in the opposite direction. 

The driver reportedly was tre- 
ated at a local hospital before 
returning home. 

Also in Gaza, soldiers sealed 
up the home of Mohammad Mus- 
tafa Abu Jalla, a Palestinian from 
Jabaliya refugee camp who was 
shot in the leg and arrested after 
stabbing four women to death in 
Jerusalem Sunday. 

The bouse was sealed with ce- 
ment blocks. The army has fre- 
quently sealed or demolished 
homes of Palestinians suspected 
of anti-Israeli activities. 

Police said Abu Jalla told them 


he carried out the killings as a 
“message to Baker.” 

A court extended Abu Jalla’s 
detention for 15 days while the 
incidents are investigated. 

Abu Jalla, his hands and feet 
shackled, told the court, “I was 
taking revenge for the death of 
my cousin who was shot by sol- 
diers two years ago," the Itim 
news agency said. 

A policeman testified that Abu 
Jalla threatened to kill more Jews 
during questioning, including his 
interrogator. Itim said. It added 
that Abu Jalla shouted obsceni- 
ties against Mr. Baker in English 
to reporters as he was taken from 
the court. 

_ — a 

He told police earlier that 
Israeli soldiers had killed his 
cousin during dashes in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip two years ago. 

On Monday, journalists were 
allowed to photograph him leav- 
ing police headquarters in a 
blood-soaked hospital gown with 
a bandaged aim and a black eye. 


More than 10,000 Kuwaitis 
trying to leave their country 


KUWIAT CITY (AP) — 
Thousands of Kuwaitis mobbed a 
soccer stadium Tuesday as they 
applied to leave Kuwait, saying 
the government has failed to pro- 
vide food, water and eiectridty- 

So far, more than 10,000 peo- 
ple have requested permission to 
leave the country temporarily, 
two weeks after it was freed from 
Iraqi occupation, an official at the 
Ministry of Interior said. 

“The government is simply in- 
competent, unqualified, unpopu- 
lar and unwanted,” said Abdul- 
lah Al Fadyl. one of the esti- 
mated 2,000 applicants that de- 
scended on the Kadma soccer 
stadium Tuesday morning. 

“I've been coming here for 
three days,” said the 32-year-old 
engineer. “Still, the bureaucra t s 
do nothing.” 

A high-ranking officer at the 
Ministry of Interior, meanwhile, 
criticised what he called the gov- 
ernment’s plans to begin allowing 
Kuwait's refugees to return to 
home later this week. 

The official said if Kuwaitis are 
allowed to return to the country 
soon, its limited resources mil be 
severely taxed, rasing the possi- 
bility of civil unrest. 

“You take all the lines you see 


at foodstores, gas stations and 
water tanks and double them by 
10,” said the officer, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity. “At 
the ministry, we are worried of 
violence." 

Kuwait's population before the 
invasion was estimated at be- 
tween 1.8 milli on and 2.1 million 
of which 800,000 were Kuwaitis: 

About 500,000 Kowiatis either 
fled or were outride of country 
when Iraqis took over the coun- 
try. 

“The streets are fuD of guns and 
ammunition,” he said. “If people 
come back angry we will have big 
problems.” 

The crowd at the soccer sta- 
dium appeared to reflect a gener- 
al dissatisfaction among many 
Kuwaitis with the government's 
apparent failure to provide essen- 
tials to the people who suffered 
through the seven-month Iraqi 
occupation. 

The government promised 
electricity would be restored 
more than one week ago but until 
now it has not done so. Water has 
also been promised but taps have 
yet to be turned back on. Tonnes 
of food has zoned because the 
government did not supply fork- 
lifts to unload container trucks. 


“We are living in the dark ages 
now." said Tariq Ben Ghaith, a 
2S-y ear-old insurance salesman. 
“When the Iraqis were here it 
was much more organised than it 
is now.” 

Mr. Ben Ghaith, who'd been at 
the stadium for a total of 18 hours 
over three days, stood in one of 
five lines that snaked out from 
the stadium. Kuwaitis have said it 
was used by Iraqi troops as a 
gigantic torture chamber. 

Several in the line Tuesday said 
they wished the U.S. government 
would run Kuwait for the next 
three months, a further indication 
of the' exasperation among 
Kuwaitis. 

“We don’t mind to be the 51st 
state." said Husam Al 
Musafleem, a 27-year-old gradu- 
ate from the East New Mexico 
University, in Portales, New 
Mexico. “We get confused with 
our government. They say some- 
thing, they do something else." 

Most of the people in line said 
they wanted to go to nearby 
countries, like Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, to buy essentia] commod- 
ities and return. 

(C o ntain e d mi page 5) 



RELIEF CONVOY: Thirty-two trucks packed with relief of the Red Cross (1CRC) leave Jordan Tuesday l Photo by Yousef M 
supplies for the Iraqi people arranged by the International Committee ’Allan) 


Israel rejects land-for-peace 
as condition for negotiations 

Mubarak: Time not ripe for conference 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
dug in its heels in talks with the 
United States Tuesday and ruled 
out a land for peace swap as the 
basis for negotiations with Arab 
states and Palestinians. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker met Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir for 80 minutes 
for talks described by an Israeli 
spokesman as “good and friend- 



office said that concentrating on 
United Nations Security Council 
resolutions calling on Israel to 
withdrawhfrom occupied territor- 
ies would lead to failure. 

Mr. Baker restated the U.S. 
position when he arrived Monday 
that Israel should comply with 
Resolutions 242 and 338. 

“To focos only on the U.N. 
resolutions can lead only to fai- 
lure,’’ Yossi Ben Aharon, direc- 


tor general of Mr. Shamir's 
office, told Israel Radio. “It is 
natural we ail must be ready for 
negotiations without precondi- 
tions, and then we will confront 
the territorial issue.” 

U.S. officials gave no details of 
the meeting with Mr. Shamir. 

Mr. Baker has said he did not 
want to miss an historic oppor- 
tunity to build peace in the Mid- 
dle East after the West and its 
Arab allies defeated Iraq. 

He told reporters late Monday 
he had detected flexibility and 
support among Washington's 
eight Arab anti-Iraq coalition 
partners for a peace initiative. 
Mr. Baker said he had seen signs 
of new thinking among the Arabs 
but gave no concrete examples. 

He urged Israel to responed to 
this and “avoid retreating into 
stating final positions as being 
non-negotiable demands.” 


Baker later met leaders form 
the West Bank. The meeting with 
prominent Palestinians, who sup- 
port the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), was 
arranged after days of uncertainty 
by both sides. 

Baker, setting the stage for his 
talks with Mr. Shamir, said on 
Monday night of the Arabs: “1 
have seen what I consider to be, 
at least, signs of new thinking. 1 
have seen what I consider to be a 
willingness to consider new 
approaches." 

But. Baker said, apparently 
directing his remarks to Mr. Sha- 
mir, “whether that ripens and 
materialises into specific, con- 
crete commitments will depend 
on large part on whether or not 
there is a similar attitude coming 
from the other side of the equa- 

(Con tinned mi page 5) 


‘Information' 
free of cost 

By Abdullah Hassanat 

Telecommunications 

Correspondent 

AMMAN — Telephone sub- 
scribers need not keep tele- 
phone directories or personal 
telephone books any more. 
They can dial 121 for informa- 
tion free of charge. Minister of 
Telecommunications Jamal 
Sarayrah has ordained. Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily reported in a 
front-page article. • 

The paper said the decision 
was taken at a high level meet- 
ing chaired by the minister and 
attended by the director gener- 
al of the Telecommunication 
Corporation and his assistants. 

According to the paper, the 
decision came after an exten- 
sive meeting in which other 
matters were tackled. TCC 
director general gave immedi- 
ate instructions for the imple- 
mentation of the decision, the 
newspaper quoted him as 
saying in an interview. 


Iraq says cholera, typhoid spreading 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said 
Tuesday that cases of cholera and 
typhoid were spreading and ur- 
gent medical supplies were 
needed to prevent epidemics. 

Water and sewage systems 
were badly damaged by allied 
bombing daring the Gulf war 
and many Iraqis are taking their 
drinking water straight from 
heavily-polluted rivers. 

The World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) estimates that Bagh- 
dad's water supply is down to five 
per cent of its pre-war level. 

Ibrahim Ahmad A! Nouri. 
head of the Iraqi Red Crescent, 
said in a letter to the Madrid- 
based Foundation for Peace 
against Hunger and Discrimina- 
tion: “A few days ago cholera 
and typhoid started spreading in 
Iraq and cases are continuing to 
appear.” 

The foundation’s president. 
Malek Ghafouri. told Reuters 
that Mr. Nouri also informed him 
that Iraq was in argent need of 


medicine to combat the spread of 
the diseases. 

“He also told me Iraq urgently 
needed large quantities of baby 
powdered milk,” said Mr. Gha- 
fouri, a Spaniard of Iraqi origin. 

Mr. Ghafouri. who has been 
in Iraq for the last 10 days, said 
Mr. Nouri informed him that 
officials of the Paris-based Medi- 
cine sans Frontieres had also 
been told about the spread of the 
diseases. 

Mr. Nouri gave no details ab- 
out the number of cases or where 
in Iraq the diseases were spread- 
ing. 

Mr. Ghafouri had visited 
eight hospitals in Baghdad where 
he said power shortages had 
“greatly affected medical opera- 
tions which are restricted only to 
emergency cases.” 

He said: “Small power gener- 
ators are not enough because 
they work for two hours only. 
There is no heating and some 
medicine needs special tempera- 


tures to be preserved." 

He appealed to non- 
governmental organisations to 
provide Iraq with relief aid. 

A 21-member United Nations 
mission arrived in Baghdad on 
Sunday with more than 20 ton- 
nes of supplies, authorised by a 
Security Council decision to ex- 
empt humanitarian aid from eco- 
nomic sanctions still in force 
against Iraq for its takeover of 
Kuwait. 

The supplies include water 
purification equipment and spare 
parts for pumping stations, as 
well as a variety of vaccines, 
medicines and baby food. 

Four doctors from Medccine 
sans Frontiers, who visited hos- 
pitals and clinics in Baghdad to 
assess medical needs, said Sunday 
their group had a large quantity 
of medicines and medical equip- 
ment ready in Europe to be ship- 
ped to Iraq. 

“We have a general idea about 
health conditions in Iraq, but we 


want to assess the situation 
ourselves and decide how many 
doctors wc should send to Iraq 
and how much medical relief it 
needs.” said the Dutch leader of 
the team, Jaques de MiUiano. 

Before leaving Jordan for Iraq 
his Belgian colleague. Reginald 
Moreels, said disease could break 
out in Baghdad soon. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross is also sending 
food, medicine and water treat- 
ment equipment. An 18-truck 
Red Cross convoy arrived Sun- 
day. also carrying medicines don- 
ated by the Moroccan Red Cres- 
cent. 

The United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF) issued a state- 
ment saying it would send sup- 
plies from Jordan Tuesday. 

The statement said a 20-tmck 
convoy would carry 92 tonnes of 
medicines, vaccines, refrigeration 
equipment and water purification 
machinery. 


OPEC to cut output to 22.3 million bpd 


GENEVA (R) — A meeting of 
OPEC ministers Tuesday sealed 
an agreement to reduce the orga- 
nisation’s oil output to 22.3 mil- 
lion barrels per day (bpd) in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war, minis- 
ters said. 

The gathering of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) market moni- 
toring committee, which began 
Monday, focused on how to keep 
the market in balance and prices 
stable while the Gulf region was 
stQl beset by crisis. 

The cut would effectively clip. 
700,000 bpd off independent 
analysts’ estimates of OPEC pro- 
duction in February, but was 
'around 1.1 million barrels below 
what ministers reckon to be 
OPEC's sustainable production 
capacity. 


“AH OPEC ministers have 
agreed to cut output, two coun- 
tries had reservations on the ceil- 
ing” Gabonese Oil Minister Jean 
Ping said. 

Asked by reporters if the ceil- 
ing agreed was 22.3 million bpd, 
Mr. Ping said: "Yes.” 

Indonesian Oil Minister Ginan- 
jar Kartasasmita also confirmed 
that the ceiling was 22.3 million 
bpd. 

Iran and Algeria were the two 
countries which had reservation 
about the agreement, an Algerian 
delegate said. 

OPEC later confirmed a pro- 
duction ceiling of 22,298.000 bar- 
rels bpd for the second quarter of 
1991 in a communique, and said 
its goal was a reference price of 
$21 a barrel. 


“Bearing in mind the fun- 
damental objective of achieving 
the OPEC basket price of $21 a 
barrel (the market monitoring 
committee) therefore decided to 
reduce the production." the com- 
muique said. 

Under the new ceiling, Saudi 
Arabia, OPEC's largest produc- 
er, was allocated a production 
level of 8,034,000 bpd, which 
compares with independent esti- 
mates of Saudi output in Febru- 
ary of 8.2 million bpd. 

The second largest producer, 
Iran, was allot ed a 3,217.000 bpd 
production level. 

Neither Iraq nor Kuwait, which 
produced around 4.5 million bpd 
prior to the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait last August, were allo- 
cated any quota as both ..coun- 


tries’ oil industries were wrecked 
by the war. 

OPEC's production has been 
running flat out since a price and 
quota agreement established last 
July was suspended following the 
invasion. 

That pact set a ceiling of 22.5 
million bpd for' .tfte 13 OPEC 
members and the $21 reference 
price. ;J 

The new' production deal is an 
interim measure ftV see OPEC 
through the Second quarter. 
Ministers are ejqaec^tQ reestab- 
lish quotas on a.Joi®6jwterm basis 
once the crisis ^ 4he Gulf is 
judged to be- plenary 

session is planned ft.i&rly June. 
. OPEC mi sisters’ ..estimated 
their countries’ collective output 
since the crisis began at an aver- 
age 23.4 milliocu-bpd.^ 
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Israel building for 11,000 
emigres in occupied lands 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel, running the risk of 
more anger in Washington, has 
launched a programme to house 
at least 11,000 immigrants in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, a housing ministry report 
says. 

A copy of the document was 
passed to Reuters by opposition 
members of parliament fighting 
government plans to more than 
double the Jewish population of 
the occupied territories. 

Headed, “State of Israel, hous- 
ing and construction ministry, im- 
migrants building administra- 
tion," the report details plans to 
erect 5,800 prefabricated houses, 
mobile homes and permanent 
building in 63 settlements in the 
occupied territories. 

A ministry document obtained 
by Reuters last week contained 
additional plans to house 88,000 
Israelis in the occupied territor- 
ies, where at least 90,000 Jews 
already, live in fortified enclaves. 

Leftist legislator Charlie Biton 
said Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's rightwing government was 
boosting settlement to counter 
pressure on Israel to quit the 
occupied territories as part of a 


future Middle East peace deal. 

“They want to create a situa- 
tion that cannot be reversed, they 
want to torpedo peace.” he told 
Reuters. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, who began a two-day visit 
to Israel Monday, has called Jew- 
ish settlement in the occupied 
territories an obstacle to peace. 

Israel promised the United 
States, its main source of di- 
plomatic and financial support, 
that it will not direct immigrants 
to the occupied territories but has 
made no commitment not aid 
those who chose to settle there. 

A housing ministry statement 
did not dispute the latest figures, 
saying only that the plans were in 
accordance with the law and gov- 
ernment policy. 

As well as housing ministry 
assistance for West Bank and 
Gaza sites, at least one settlement 
— Kiryat Arba — has an office of 
the ministry of immigrant absorp- 
tion and another branch is plan- 
ned for the settlement of Ariel. 

Tbe housing ministry is headed 
by Ariel Sharon, the hawkish 
former defence minister and 
architect of Israel's 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon. 

Mr. Sharon on Sunday 


announced his resignation from 
the ministerial committee over- 
seeing the wave of immigration 
that brought 185,000 Soviet Jews 
to Israel in 1990 and is expected 
to bring some 300.000 more this 
year. 

Mr. Sharon, who keeps the 
housing portfolio, said he was 
quitting the immigration commit- 
tee chair because of lack of sup- 
port from Mr. Shamir. 

The immigrant housing plan 
showed at least 387 mobile homes 
already in place, with some 
already occupied and other fami- 
lies due to move in by April. 

Fearful of international critic- 
ism, including the danger that 
Moscow might stop the flow of 
emigrants if they settle in the 
occupied territories, settlement 
officials have repeatedly played 
down their numbers. 

A recent statement by tbe Jew- 
ish Agency, the main institution 
handling immigration, said: 
“Practically no Soviet immigrants 
chose to settle in the occupied 
territories.” 

An unofficial tally compiled by 
Reuters from figures supplied by 
settlers shows some 2,500 Soviet 
immigrants now living in tbe 
occupied territories. 


UNRWA director-general 
reports Palestinian hardships 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The new commissioner- 
general of the U.N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) said 
Tuesday there was “serious de- 
terioration" in Palestinian in- 
come and that food shortages 
could develop. 

liter Turkmen, whose agency 
administers aid to Palestinian re- 
fugees, said on his first trip to the 
'occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip that economic problems 
were deepening amont the occu- 
pied territories’ residents. 

“The most striking point is 
there is serious deterioration in 
the economic situation,” said Mr. 
Turkmen, a former Turkish fore- 
ign minister who took over as 
head of UNRWA last week. 

He told a news conference that 
the causes included Israel's 
seven-week curfew on the occu- 
pied territories, which came on 
top of the Palestinians' 39-month 
uprising. 

The curfew, imposed by the 
army at the start of the Gulf war 
to prevent violence by pro-Iraqi 
Palestinians, has not yet been 
lifted despite the end of hostilities 
in the Gulf. 

The curfew has prevented 
thousands of Arabs from getting 


to their jobs in Israel and the 
occupied territories. Meanwhile, 
the uprising has cut into earning 
with frequent strikes, shortened 
shop hours and boycotts of Israel- 
made goods. 

“In some cases the food situa- 
tion is becoming critical.” Mr. 
Turkmen said. 

He noted that UNRWA, which 
supervised aid programme for 
Palestinians. launched an 
emergency feeding programme in 
January for refugee camps and 
widened it last month to include 
families outside the camps. 

But. he said, the food distribu- 
tion programme was far behind 
schedule, in part because of diffi- 
culties coordinating with the 
.Israeli army. 

“The authorities have their 
security worries,” Mr. Turkmen 
acknowledged. Still, he com- 
plained, the food programme had 
reached “only 50 per cent of what 
we were thinking to distribute by 
now." 

Mr. Turkmen also complained 
that education “is completely sus- 
pended" for many students. 
Israel has ordered most Palesti- 
nian universities closed since the 
start of the uprising in December 


1987 and has kept junior and 
senior high schools closed since 
mid-January. 

Mr. Turkmen said he had met 
during his four-day visit with 
Israeli foreign ministry and army 
officials responsible for the occu- 
pied territories and had been 
promised cooperation. 

He said that Israeli officials 
acknowledged the need foi 
“more income-generating pro- 
jects" in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip but noted that' funds for 
economic development were li- 
mited. 

Mr. Turkmen took over as 
head of UNRWA from Giorgio 
Giacomelli of Italy, who headed 
the agency for more than five 
years. 

UNRWA operates in the occu- 
pied territories as well as in Jor- 
dan, Lebanon and Syria. There 
are a total of 2.1 million reg- 
istered Palestinian refugees in the 
region. Mr. Turkmen also was to 
visit Jordan on his tour. 

Mr. Turkmen, 63, foreign 
minister in the early 1990s, also 
served as his country’s ambassa- 
dor to the Soviet Union and the 
United Nations. Most recently, 
he was ambassador to France. 


Airlines return to Gulf, shipping 
awaits Kuwait port updates 


DUBAI (R) — Commercial air- 
lines are returning to airports in 
the Gulf after a break of seven 
weeks because of the war with 
Traq but passengers still face high- 
er prices, airline officials said 
Tuesday. 

Airlines flying to the Gulf have 
scrapped high insurance sur- 
charges. which on some routes 
added $500 to a ticket, after 
London underwriters reduced 
premiums. 

But to passengers' dismay, they 
have introduced a fuel surcharge 
of six to nine per cent of the ticket 
value. 

This was adopted by interna- 
tional carriers last November af- 
ter jet fuel prices soared due to 
military demand, but it was not 
added to ticket at the time. 

Shipping agents say Guf ports 
are mainly back to normal but 
they await situation reports on 
Kuwaiti harbours. 

“You have to know whether 
you will be using Kuwaiti ports, 
or whether you have to truck or 
barge the equipment needed for 
the reconstruction (of Kuwait) 


from other Gulf ports,” a ship- 
ping company executive in the 
Gulf said. 

Shipping sources said Kuwait's 
Shuaiba port could be operation- 
al by the end of this month, but 
the exact date could be deter- 
mined in the next few days once 
U.S. construction company Bech- 
tel has inspected damage to the 
port and facilities. 

During the Iraqi occupation a 
grain ship was sunk and the port 
was mined and polluted with oil. 
The sources were unsure if the 
cranes used to offload cargo were 
operational. 

Although war risk insurance 
rates have come down, shipping 
traffic has not yet risen signifi- 
cantly because of a lag between 
orders from the region and the 
time needed to sail to the Gulf. 

“There was no major danger to 
shipping in the Gulf during the 
war except for mines.” one 
source said. “All the ports in the 
Gulf, except the ones in Kuwait 
and Iraq, are operational.” 

. The sources said they expect 
the Saudi ports of Jubail and 


Dammam to be congested in the 
next couple of months as U.S. 
military equipment is shipped 
home. 

The Bahrain-based Middle 
East Navigation Aids Service has 
not issued a mine warning since 
Feb. 20, although Western and 
Saudi navies are still searching for 
mines sown by Iraq in the central 
and northern Gulf. 

Underwriters in London last 
week cut cargo insurance rates to 
ports in the southern and central 
Gulf, including Qatar and 
Bahrain, to 0.075 to 0.10 per cent 
of cargo value, compared to 
around 0.5 per cent in the last 
week of the crisis. 

Hull insurance rates, which 
rose by more than seven per cent 
during the war, have also drop- 
ped significantly, but no single 
figure was available as rates are 
negotiated for each journey. 

All but one of the 53 airlines 
which used the «outhem city of 
Dubai, one of the busiest airports 
in the region, stopped flights to 
the emirate when the war started 
Jan. 17. 


Syria hails 

U.S. stand 
on Mideast 


U.S. ponders ways to 
increase military presence 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria 
praised the Linked States Tues- 
day for the first time in years for a 
“positive” stand on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

The official daily Tishreen in a 
front-page editorial hailed what it 
called progress in Washington's 
Middle East policy, after the Gulf 
war which allied both countries 
against Iraq. 

‘The joining of the United 
States to the group of those call- 
ing for an international confer- 
ence constitutes in itself an im- 
portant progress, especially as 
Israel strongly objects to a con- 
ference and was capable in the 
past of drawing obstacles to orga- 
nising it by exerting pressure on 
Washington,” it said. 

It was the first such praise by 
Syria of Washington's policy in 
years. 

The positive comments came a 
day before U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker was scheduled 
to visit Damascus for talks with 
President Hafez Al Assad on 
post-war Gulf security. 

Mr. Baker, on a 10-day mission 
to the Middle East, Turkey and 
the Soviet Union, is carrying a 
broad proposal to establish a new 
regional defence arrangement, 
foster economic cooperation, halt 
arms proliferation and resolve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Syria's anti-Iraq stand in the 
war has helped Damascus — iso- 
lated for years after being listed 
by the United States as a supporter 
of “international terrorism" — 
to regain a leading role in the 
Arab World. 

Tishreen said the meeting be- 
tween Mr. Baker and eight Arab 
foreign ministers in Riyadh over 
the weekend formed a “fruitful 
and healthy start,” for joint Arab 
action. 

It said a statement issued after 
the meeting saw that the conven- 
ing of an international peace con- 
ference under U.N. auspices as 
“a suitable framework for ending 
the Israeli occupation of Arab 
territory and guaranteeing the 
rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple..." 

Tishreen said Mr. Baker's posi- 
tion in joining Arab demands for 
the implementation of U.N. Re- 
solution 425 calling for Israeli 
withdrawal from South Lebanon 
“constitutes an important step.” 

Israel has set up a 15-kilometre 
deep self-declared security 
zone” since 1985 on the ground of 

protecting its northern borders 
from guerrilla attacks. 

j Die eight Arab states repre- 
I sen ted in Riyadh, all members of 
the anti-Iraq coalition, were 
Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Oman, Bahrain and Qatar. 
Only Egypt has made peace with 
Israel. 

The eight allies also signed a 
post-Gulf war agreement last 
week forming a peacekeeping 
force in the Gulf, consisting 
mainly of Syrian and Egyptian 
troops. 

“The international consensus 
to find a just and comprehensive 
settlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict is enhanced with tbe clear 
call by American President 
George Bush to find a solution to 
the Middle East conflict,” 
Tishreen said. 

It said the positive American 
stand was the result of a meeting 
between Mr. Assad and Mr. Bush 
in Geneva last November, the 
first Syrian- American summit in 
more than 11 years. 

Both agreed to improve joint 
cooperation despite Washing- 
ton's accusation that. Syria was 
supporting “terrorism.” 

The official daily in a front- 
page commentary Monday ac- 
cused Israel of undermining 
peace chances by reaffirming its 
rejection of an international con- 
ference and its desire to keep the 
occupied Arab territories. 

U said Israel’s stand would put 
the region on the verge of explo- 
sion. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 45- 
year-old U.S. military role in the 
Gulf will become decidedly larger 
in the wake of the Gulf war. 

Post-war changes in the United 
States’ low-key military presence 
in the Middle East may include 
American troop exercises, air 
force pilots using Arab airfields, 
even a permanent Saudi office for 
the army’s central command. 

“We are prepared to do more 
than we have in the past,” De- 
fence Secretary Dick Cheney told 
reporters last week. “The secur- 
ity system failed.” 

The character of a permanent 
U.S. presence is a sensitive issue 
in Saudi Arabia, where oppo- 
nents say the monarchy would be 
bowing to Western colonial in- 
terests if it agrees to a heightened 
foreign military presence, and in 
other Gulf countries. 

Based on analyses by current 
and retired military officials, 
some of the ways the United 
States could widen its role in the 
region's security system include: 

— A few dozen air force fight- 
ers could train out of air bases in 
Saudi Arabia or other friendly 
Gulf nations for a few months at a 
time, leave and be replaced by. 
another wing or squadron of U.S. 
planes. 

— A small central command 
headquarters staff of 75-80 might 
remain in Riyadh, or elsewhere 
on the Arabian Peninsula. At the 
invitation of a friendly Arab 
country, the central command 
could assist in the coordination of 
joint training exercises, said a 
Defence Department official who 
spoke Monday on the condition 
of anonymity. 

— American troops could con- 
duct frequent military exercises in 
the Middle East, joined by Saudis 
and other friendly forces. Egypt 
and the United States conducted 
military exercises in the 1980s 
called Bright Star. 

— The United States could put 
enough gear in the Middle East to 
equip an armoured division or a 
mechanised infantry division, 
several military analysts sug- 
gested. The U.S. military could 
simply leave some of its gear 
behind after leaving. 


— The navy could station more 
ships in and near the Gulf. Before 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait, four or 
five U.S. ships were assigned 
there. 

An aircraft carrier battle group 
and shipboard marine units 
would operate more closely to the 
Gulf than they have in the past, 
suggested Harlan Ullman. The 
former navy officer is now at the 
Centre for Strategic and Interna- 
tional Studies. 

Whatever the United States 
and the Gulf nations decide, most 
of the burden of a regional secur- 
ity force will be borne by Mideast 
nations. While half a million U.S. 
troops are coming home, 38,500 
Egyptians will remain on the Ara- 
bian Peninsula, forming the core 
of a permanent foree. 

The United States has long had 
a military presence in the Gulf 
region, but it has never been 
major. 

“They loved us as long as we 
were invisible,” recalls retired 
Rear Adm. Eugene Carrol. He 
was a navigator aboard one of the 
few U.S. ships patrolling the Gulf 
in the 1950s. 

Tbe airfield at Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia, was built by the United 
States in World War II as a 
staging area for cargo heading for 
the Burma theatre. 

After World War II, the Un- 
ited States completed the airfield 
as an expression of support for 
the Saudi monarchy. Washington 
wanted to ensure continued ac- 
cess to the world’s largest pool of 
oil reserves, said Mike Palmer of 
the Naval Historical Centre, 
while the Saudis saw the move as 
a symbol of American support. 

A contingent of U.S. air force 
personnel was stationed in 
Dhahran in the 1950s, when the 
airport was a strategic air com- 
mand base. Long-range bombers 
were to land there after making 
nuclear strikes against the Soviet 
Union. 

U.S. fighter jets were stationed 
in Saudi Arabia in the early 
1960s, when rebels were at work 
in neighbouring North Yemen. 

During the fran-Iraq war in 
1980, the air force dispatched 
radar-surveillance planes to 
Dhahran. 


i 

Lebanese army takes 
control of illegal ports 


BEIRUT (AP) — Defence 
Minister Michel Murr said 
Lebanese troops took control of 
four illegal ports Tuesday, a 
move that bloks the flow of arms 
to militias and deprives them of a 
major source of revenue. 

The government has 
announced that shipping opera- 
tions in Lebanon will be confined 
to the state-run Beirut port as of 
March IS. 

Ports seized by the troops in- 
cluded one in Beirut and another 
in suburban Dbayeb run by 
Christian militias and two in the 
southern suburbs of Kbalde and 
Ouzai run by Shiite Mos&mi and 
Druze irregulars. 

Illegal ports had stripped the 
government of $100 million in 
customs revenues a year since the 
1975 outbreak of the civil war, 
which helped drive the state 
treasury to the brink of bankrupt- 
cy. 

The government has been mov- 
ing to restablisb its authority that 
was eroded during tbe civil war 
though an Arab League-brokered 
peace plan to reunite tbe capital 
and its environs in a “greater 
Beirut” controlled by the army. 

Another part of the plan was 
the withdrawal of militias with 
their heavy weapons from greater 
Beirut to their respective areas of 
influence in south, central and 
north Lebanon. 

Tbe plan also provides for dis- 
arming and disbanding all militias 
throughout Lebanon by March 
21, a deadline many believe the 
government will not be able to 
meet. * 

The need was dramatised Tues- 
day when a landmine left over 
from the civil war exploded in the 


Druze populated Beirut suburb 
of Shwrifal, killing a man, his 
wife and daughter, police said. 

Police also reported that a 
bodyguard of Christian warlord 
Elie Hobeika was wounded when 
a hand grenade he was toying 
with expolded near a Hobeika 
office in Beirut’s residential dis- 
trict of Berjawi. Police said the 
blast was accidental. 

Mr. Hobeika, who serves as state 
minister without portfolio in Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi’s government, 
heads a pro-Syrian breakaway 
faction of the Lebanese Forces, 
the Christian's main militia. 

A government statement 
issued Tuesday said a minis terial 
committee has been set up to 
propose ways for rehabilitating 
tens of thousands of nrifitiamen 
for service with tbe army, police 
and other government depart- 
ments. 

The peace accord was worked 
out by tbe Lebanese parliament 
in a special session held under 
Arab League auspices in the 
Saudi Arbian resort town of Taif 
in October and September of 
1989. 

Mr. Hrawi’s government has 
since introduced constitutional 
reforms to re-distribute power 
equally between Muslims and 
Christians. 

The Christians dominated the 
government, parliament, army 
and the judiciary since Lebanon 
gained independence from 
France in 1943, when they were 
thought to be the majority. 

The Muslims, who now make 
up 55 per cent of Lebanon’s four 
million population, have been 
fighting for an equal power share. 


Egypt expects to send 
more troops to Gulf 


Thatcher: Israel, Arabs 
must achieve peace 


DALLAS, Texas. (R) — Former 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher said Monday that the 
allied win in tbe Gulf conflict had 
provided Israel and the Arab 
state’s with the best chance in 
years to achieve a lasting peace 
between them. 

She said the United States and 
its allies' “devastating'’ action to 
halt “the aggression of the strong 
again the weak gives this area the 
best chance for a long time to 
achieve a secure peace.” 

Mrs. Thatcher made the fe- 
rn aks in a speech to an audience 
of 2,000 people, she was in Texas 
to visit her son Mark. 

Mrs. Thactber warned that 
coalition nations which joined 
forces to oust Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait could not themselves im- 
pose a settlement to resolve cen- 
turies of regional hostilities. 


“Wfiat the world has learned is 
that missiles are no respecters of 
national borders, and the only 
way to dwell in peace and safety 
is to come to a reasonable agree- 
ment with your neighbours to 
insure and guarantee safe bor- 
ders,” Mrs. Thatcher said. 

An international peace confer- 
ence might serve as a successful 
backdrop for negotiations, but 
other nations must urge Israel 
and the Palestinians to promptly 
resolve their differences, Mrs. 
Thatcher said. 

Mrs. Thatcher said the success 
of the Gulf military operation 
proved the wisdom of the Reagan 
administration’s expenditures for 
defence and strategic technology. 

“If we value peace with free- 
dom and justice, we should not 
expect considerable reductions in 
expenditures on defence,” she 
said. 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt, with 

35.000 troops already in the Gulf, 
says it expects to send more 
soldiers and military equipment 
to police the region after U.S. 
and other Western forces with- 
draw. 

“More troops will be needed 
and possibly the Egyptian air 
force will also deploy in ..the. 
Gulf,” a senior official, who 
asked Jiot to be named, told 
Reuters. 

He did not say how many more’ 
troops would be sent. 

“It is not a matter of 30 or 

40.000 men. it is to see what is 
needed to do the job. Artillery, 
tanks, warplanes and so on,” the 
official, a former top officer said. 

He added that Egypt, the 
second largest recipient of U.S. 
military and economic aid after 
Israel, would ask Washington for 
more warplanes and other equip- 
ment to boost its role in maintain- 
ing security and stability in the 
Gulf. 

The White House notified 
Congress last week it will sell 
Egypt 46 F-16 C/D jet fighters 
and over 1,600 bombs and mis- 
siles worth $1.6 billion. Egypt 
already has some 100 F-16 A/B 
warplanes. 

The official said Egypt had two 
divisions in and around Kuwait 


and was studying the deployment 
of more troops to Saudi Arabia 
and other Gulf Arab countries. 

Egypt, Syria and the six Golf 
Arab states last week announced 
they would form a peacekeeping 
force to patrol the Gulf after 
non-Arab forces withdrew! 

Tbe proposed force will be 

, c made up mainly of Egyptians and 
Syrians. Damascus- now .has 
,,20,000 soldiers in the Gulf. 

■ Egypt, Washington's strongest 
Arab ally, has a well -equipped 
army of more than 400.000 men. 

“Yon do not want to have a 
token show force in the Gulf. 
You need a real force with suffi- 
cient firepower able to act im- 
mediately in case a new threat 
arises” said the official. 

Officials in Cairo said Iran did 
not pose a serious military threat 
to Gulf states after its army was 
drained in the 1980-88 war with 
Iraq. 

“Iran is not a threat for years to 
come but a strong force is 
needed,” the official added. 

Egyptian officials and military 
experts say tbe oil-rich Gulf states 
might reward Egypt for its firm 
anti-Iraq stand by purchasing 
Egyptian-made air defence sys- 
tems, armoured vehicles, com- 
munication systems and other 
hardware. 


Iran rebels say Tehran sending troops to Iraq 


THE LEADING Iranian opposi- 
tion group, the Mujahedeen-e- 
Khalq, said Tuesday that Iranian 
forces were infiltrating Iraq to 
overthrow Saddam Hussein and 
destroy Mujahedeen military 
bases there. 

The Iraqi-based Mujahedeen 
said guerrillas m their National 
Liberation Army (NLA) pushed 
back “massive deployment” of 
Iranians Sunday at a Mujahedeen 
base in the Iraqi province of 
Dyallah, north of Baghdad, forc- 
ing a retreat 

The statement said Mujahe- 
deen posted along a 150- 
kilometre stretch of the Iran- 
Iraq border thwarted tbe attack- 
ing Iranian Revolutionary 
Guards. 


According to the statement, 
Iran has established “tactical 
bases” on Iraqi territory and 11 
“points of passage” along the 
Iran-Iraq border used for massive 
transfers” of forces and material. 

Tbe claims by the group could 
not be independently verfied. 
The Mujahedeen, who originally 
waged a guerrilla war agaisnt the 
Shah of Iran, has been trying 
through a propaganda campaign 
and attempts at armed subversion 
to topple the Islamic Republic. 

The Mujahedeen also Tuesday 
said Reza Karamali. an NLA 
commander, was assassinated on 
Monday while on his way to an 
NLA base near the Iranian bor- 
der. 

Several of his companions were 


wounded. Tbe statement said an 
NLA unit pursued the attackers 
and killed or wounded 150 Ira- 
nian guardsmen. 

The Mujahedeen said Monday 
Revolutionary Guards were 
poised to cross the border to 
strike at NLA bases in Iraq. 

There has been no word from 
Tehran and the report could not 
be independently confirmed. 

Iran has said it would not 
meddle in Iraq’s internal affair 
and bas no role in the rebellion 
sweeping the country. 

The Mujahedeen, an under- 
ground movement formed in 
1970, was outlawed soon after the 
1979 Islamic revolution. The 
NLA launched an attack into Iran 
in tiie last month of the 1980-88 


Iran-Iraq war but was drive 
back. 

Iranian President Hashen 
Rnftanjaiii called Friday for Pre 
ident Saddam to “submit to tf 
will of the people,” but denie 
that Iran was aiding an uprising ( 
Shiite Muslims, Kurds and oth< 
opposition groups in Iraq. Ira 
professed neutrality during th 
.Gulf war. 

The son of the toppled Shah < 
Iran, Reza Pahlavi, who bea< 
opposition monarchists, warne 
the West, during an interview la 
week, a ga inst trying to “cut 
deal” with Iran in post-ws 
arrangements. He asserted tin 
the Islamic Republic remaine 
bent on destabilising the regie 
and exporting its revolution. 


PRAYER TIMES 

flt28 Fajr 

Q5:4S (Sunrise) Duha 

11:45 Dbuhr 

iSM *Asr 

17:45 Maghreb 

1*02 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church SweiOdi, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the AnmdatJoa Tel. 
637440. 

De b Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Temsaou Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (be AnsnnditioD Tel. 
623341. 

Anglian Church Td. 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Aramlu CstboSc Church Tel. 
771331. 


Armenian Orthodox Chun* Td. 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 

Asm Interaatfoari Onurfa Tel. 
685326. 

EvxsgeBcxI Lutheran Church Td: 

811295. 

The Church of Jems Christ td Latter- 
Day Saints Td. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Buiietin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be panly doudy and rainy at 
times. Temperatures will drop gradual- 
ly and winds will be south westerly 
fresh. In Aqaba, it wiD be partly doudy 
with southerly fresh winds and rough 
seas. 

Minimax. temp. 

Amman 5/23 

Aqaba 12/23 

5 /IS 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Jordan Valley II / 20 

Yesterday's high temperatures; Am- 
man 15. Aqaba 26. Humidity readings: 
Amman 84 per cent, Aqaba 24 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Khaldeun Klowb 826919 

Dr. Add Dabdoub 612177 

Dr. Khalid Abdul Qader 795392 

Dr. Sated Abu Haleb 649846 

FuasPhrmacy 66191 2 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 


Yacoab pharmacy 


ZARQA: 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 


,,.623672 


6VYU1 


*«nm 

... 636730 
... 644945 

. Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192 .621111.617777 

Jordan Television 

... 773111 
... 774111 

...637660 

Fire Brigade 

891228 

Water Authority 

...680100 


Blood Bank 

775121 

84340! 

Jordan Electiiaty Authorhy 

... 813613 

(-) 





(275825) 

PabBc Security Department 

630321 

RJ Flight Information 

08-53200 

08-53200 


Price Complaints 

661176 


... 985417 

Water and Sewerage 


HOSPITALS 


Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Ca&s 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs 623101 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaStfi Maternity. J.Ama... 644281/6 
AkOeb Maternity. J. Amu.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Matenuty..^.... 642362 

Mdhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcsani 664171/4 

Shmdsani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-AhE. AbdaS 664164/6 

(tahaq, Al-Mubajrcen 777101/3 

Al-Bmhir, J. Ashrafieh 7751 11/26 

Army, Marin 891611/13 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

~1t4J55 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Jbn &na Hospital (09)986732 

IRBID: 

kksekss- bsr 

IbnAlNufeesHoqiital..... (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


MARKET prices 


Manana (Mukanunar) 45Q / 4QQ 

52? 750 / 650 

S*** 6 100/60 

gELz: 180/120 

Canhuower 180/120 

Cocumbcis (large) 200/150 

Cucumbers (small) 420/360 

5^2 500/400 

900/500 

Leno ° - 280/220 

Lettuce (per one) .. 100/150 

Manwharse) 200/130 

Marrow (small) 340/280 

0“too(dry) — 280/220 

Onh»(green) 160/120 

Orange 600/340 

Pepper (hot) 300 / 400 

Peppe^sweeO 250/ 200 

Potato 240/180 

Radish 100/ 50 

Sage 400 / 300 

Spank* . — 120/80 

Tomatoes 340/260 








Home Mews 


1 Jordan, China discuss 

environmental issues 


AMMAN (J.T.) — China's 
Ambassador’ to Jordan Thatjg 
Liang discussed with Minister of 
Municipal and Rural Affair e and 
the Environment Mohammad A! 
Zaben Jordan's participation in 
a Peking conference on the en- 
■ . vironxnent and development 
* .winch-will be held at the ministe- 
rial level in June. 

The meeting m Peking is to 
.pave the ground for a 1992 inter- 
national conference on the envir- 
onment and development which 
will be organised under the- Un- 
ited Nations auspices, according 
to ministry officials. 

“The Peking conference is ex- 
pected to focus attention on 
issues related to the environment 
in the developing world along 
-with questions related to the 
transfer of modern techno logy to 
provide protection to the en- 
vironment from pollution, means 
. of . financing and increasing inter- 
national cooperation in areas re- 
lated to the environment and 
development, the sound utilisa- 
tion of natural resources as well 
as advanced nations' assistance to 
the Third World to achieve the 
goal,” the officials said. 

The minister was quoted by the 
. . Jordan News Agency, Petra, as 


saying that the Third World coun- 
tries will be holding contacts over 
subjects to be taken up at the 
Pelting conference and issues of 
common concern. 

He said that the advanced na- 
tions shoulder a grave responsi- 
bility towards stemming pollution 
and helping the developing na- 
tions solve their envir o nm ental 
problems. 

He stressed that there should be 
no restrictions oa the transfer of 
modern technology to the Third 
World and there most be a grea- 
ter degree of international coop- 
eration in ways of safeguarding 
the world’s environment. 

Jordan joined 55 countries 
from around the world in an 
international conference on the 
protection of the ozone layer 
which was held in London last 
June. 

Ministers responsible for en- 
vironmental affairs in these coun- 
tries agreed on amendments to an 
agreement to protea the earth's 
ozone layer from being depleted 
by man-made ch emicals . The 
ministers agreed to phase out 
ozone destroying chlorofluoro- 
carbons by the year 2000 and to 
establish die world’s first environ- 
mental fund. 


Amman municipality staff 
meet, tackle future plans 


♦ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
annual conference of Greater 
Amm an Municipality staff was 
concluded Monday after discus- 
sing two working papers, pre- 
sented by Anas Qattan, the mum- 
ripaiity’s assistant under secret- 
ary for planning affairs and Nabih 
Suheimat, director of Abdali 
area, according to a report in the 
Arabic daily Sawt AI Shaab. 

The first paper dealt with 
aspirations, plans of action and 
■methods of work of the different 
municipal departments. 

The first paper focussed on the 
need to achieve decentralisation 
in a serious bid to save the 
citizens time and efforts and to 
address their problems on the 
spot without having to go through 
the red tape. 

Mr. Qattan noted that the 
Plannin g Department h»H estab- - ‘ 
fished a special section, in each of , , 
the 20 areas of the munidpaltty, 
to discuss the organisational 
problems of all the areas and 
make the subsequent necessary 
recommendations. 

Mr. Qattan also made some 


recommendations on means of 
developing the work of the 
licensing Department and the 
various sanctions attached to it. 
On the department's plans for the 
year 1991, Mr. Qattan said it 
would finalise the technical 
framework of file municipality’s 
law, undertake a demographic 
survey aimed at updating data for 
the comprehensive development 
plan of greater Amman. 

“The municipality's plans will 
not allow the exp an sion of con- 
struction at the expense of agri- 
cultural land and forests,” Mr. 
Qattan said. 

The second working paper 
touched upon methods of en- 
. hanring efficiency of mainte- 
nance teams, by increasing the 
number of workers and allocating 
more equipment to such teams, 
taking into considerations .he 
. .priorities set by each area. 

- The paper called for streng- 
thening coordination between the 
municipality and other govern- 
ment agencies concerned -narti- 
cularly the Water and Sewerage 
Department, in drawing up speci- 
fic strategics for drflfing works. 


Ramadan regulations 


must be observed 


. it* AMMAN (J.T.) — During the 
holy month of Ramadan, winch is 
expected to begin by March 17, 
stria observance must be made of 
regulations concerning fasting 
during day hours, according, to 
Amman Governor Jawdat 
EsbouL 

He said that the following reg- 
ulations have to be strictly’ 
observed: All restaurants and 
cafes are to be closed during 
fasting hours and they cannot 
open until only two boors before 
the time of breakfast in the even- 
ing to prepare food. 

— All liquor stores, bars and 
nightclubs will be dosed, except 
those thai exist within the four or 
five star hotels which should only 
serve foreign tourists and guests 
inside their rooms. 

— Smoking is banned in the 
streets, public places and all types 
of means of transport. ■ 


— All stands and bosks selling 
juke, sandwiches and snacks will 
remain dosed during the fasting 
boms of the day. 

— Restaurants can sell food for 
customers to be taken borne and 
not eaten inside restaurants. 

— Government resfoousescan 
continue to offer food and re- 
freshments to the tourist groups 
visiting Jordan. 

— The government bad earlier 
announced that government 
offices will open between 9 :30 m 
the morning and until 2:00 p.m. 
during the month of Ramadan. 
The University of Jordan's offi- 
cial hours during Ramadan will 
be from 9:00 am. and until 3:00 
p.m. according to university pres- 
ident Mahmoud Al Santra. Tues- 
day, Mr. Samra said that staff at 
Jordan University Hospital, the 
library and maintenance services 
will follow special arrangements 
during die month of Ramadan. 


JNRCS team 


leaves for 

. AMMAN (J.T.) — A team from 
the Jordan National Red Cres- 
cent Society (JNRCS) led by the 
society’s Vice President Moham- 
mad Mutlaq Al Hadid left for 
Baghdad Tuesday to discuss relief 
operations and the Iraqi people's 
needs with Ibrahim Al Noun, 
bead of the Iraqi National Red 
Cresent Society, and other offi- 
1 cials. 

Consultations on facilitating 
and coordinating the arrival of 
relief supplies with the Iraqi soci- 
ety will be discussed by Mr. 
Hadid and his group who are 


Baghdad 

expected to tour a number of 
Iraqi society’s relief centres. 

.Mr. Hadid ’s visit follows the 
arrival in Baghdad Tuesday of 
115 tonnes of medicines and chil- 
dren food from JNRCS. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) Tues- 
day sent 33 trucks laden with 600 
tonnes of relief supplies to Iraq 
from Madaba, South of Amman. 
It was announced Tuesday that a 
convoy of trucks carrying 50 ton- 
nes of food supplies left for Bagh- 
dad. The gift was raised in Mada- 
ba dSstria by local organisations. 


WHAT'S GOING ON 

EXHIBITION 

.£ Comprehensive book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centra, 

| Amman. 

' BAZAAR 

* Charity bazaar at Nusefbeh Tiri a mir Cultural Centre, Zarqa. 
☆ Charity bazaar at the women's Islamic Cultural Centra, Karak. 



MASRI RECEIVES MOROCCAN ENVOY: 
— Morocco's Ambassador designate to Jordan 
Mohammad Nabati Tuesday presented a copy of his 
So Foreign Minister Taber. Al MasrL 
Mr. Nabati, who succeeds Abchd Latif Laraki to 
the post, had as s um ed a number of amb as s adorial 
missions for Ms country since 1974 when he was 
ambassador of Morocco In Qatar. Mr. Nabati also 


served at the Arab League headquarters, the 
Moroccan Foreign Ministry and the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference. Mr. Nabati’s predecessor, 
Mr. L arak i, who served as ambassador here since 
1982, has been tra ns ferred hi Cairo. Mr. Nabati is 
still to formally present Ms credentials to His 
Majesty King Hussein at the Royal Court. 


Brotherhood sees multi- party system 
as solution to problems in Iraq 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan says it has 
been closely watebing the 
ongoing events in the southern 
regions of Iraq in the wake of the 
Golf war and is urging the Iraqi 
government to opt for a multi- 
party system to help end the 
current disturbances and prevent 
the country from total collapse. 

“If the Iraqi government wants 
to defuse the present explosive 
situation, - the Muslim Brother- 
hood in Jordan believes that the 
door mnst be thrown wide open 
for aS political groups in Iraq to 
come forward and take part in the 
government in a democratic man- 
ner.” raid the groan’s official 
spokesman, Ziad Abu Ghanima. 

We believe that the angle 
greatest weapon that the current 
government of Iraq has right now 
is to open the doors to democracy 
and thus prove null and -void the 
interfe re nce of its enemies who 
are using the frustrations of the 
opposition groups in order to 
destroy Iraq from within,” Aba 
Gbamma, told the Jordan Times. - 

The continuation of a one-party 
rule under the Baathists. Abu 
Gbanima said, will only weaken 
Iraq in the long run since “it 
would lay the' ground work for 


opposition parties which could 
albeit unintentionally hurt Iraq’s 
national interests.” 

Despite this criticism, Abu 
Gbamma did not expre ss open 
support for the rebels in southern 
and northern Iraq. 

“We call on die opposition 
parties to consider the special 
circumstances in which they find 
themselves and consider the 
national interests of Iraq.” he 
said. 

Tt is the Americans and the 
Zionists and their ‘coalition part- 
ners' that will benefit from the 
divisions in Iraq, no one else,” 
Abu Ghanima said. 

Bat Abu G hanima alcn stres- 
sed that the Iraqi government 
must address the long standing 
grievances of banned political 
parties in Iraq, the Islamic parties 
in particular. 

While many critics of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood claim that the 
brotherhood supported Iraq in 
the Gulf crisis for foe most part 
because “the man in foe street 
supported Iraq and the party did 
not want to lose its constituency,” 
Abu Ghanima says otherwise. 
“The Muslim Brotherhood has 
been banned in Iraq, banned anri 
persecuted. But in foe moment of 
need we stood with Iraq because 
foe interest of foe nation as a 
whole came first," he said. 


According to Abu Ghanima 
the brotherhood has historically 
put national interests before par- 
ty interests in times of outside 
aggression. Gting foe example of 
Egypt, Abu Gbanima said J amal 
Abdul Nasser was “our greatest 
persecutor but foe moment foe 
American* and Zionists aggres- 
sed Egypt we stood on Abdul 
Nasser's side because the nation 
comes first.” 

A brotherhood delegation met 
for foe first time with Saddam 
Hussein and members of his gov- 
ernment during foe Gulf crisis 
and foscussed, among other 
things, the future of their breth- 
ren in Iraq. “We stressed that If 
Iraq leaves Kuwait the coalition 
partners will no longer have an. 
excuse to attack Iraq and we asked 
that Islamic parties be given the 
freedom to operate freely in 
Iraq,” Abu Gh anima said. 

‘Nothing has happened yet, 
but five members of foe brother- 
hood who had been on death row 
were given a personal pardon by 
Saddam Hussein,” Abu Ghanima 
said. 

The position of the brother- 
hood towards foe rebelling Mus- 
lim parties in foe south, which are 
Shiites and not as the brother- 
hood Sunni Muslims, leaves foe 
door open to a future role both 
with the entreat government and 
foe rebels. 


Palestinian council to 


debate peace efforts 


By Jamal Halaby 

Associated Press Writer 


AMMAN — Senior Palestinian 
leaders plan to meet and discuss 
Arab-Israeli peace efforts in foe 
aftermath of foe Gulf war, an 
official said Tuesday. 

The speaker of the Palestine 
National Council (PNC), Sheikh 
Abdul Hamid Say eh, said foe 
Palestine Central Council was 
tentatively due to meet later this 
month in T unisia. 

Sheikh Sayeb said no date has 
been set, but be said foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
was preparing an agenda for the 
92-member counriJ, which helps 
guide PLO policy between meet- 
ings of foe larger PNC 


The central cornual had beei 
due to meet last August, bu 
Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwai 
and the resulting Gulf war force* 
a postponement of that plan. 


“Many rapid developments- 
have taken place daring foe past 
few months... and we want to 
know where we stand and what 
could be done to settle the 
Palestinian problem,” Sayeb told 
the Associated Press. 


“The meeting will focus on 
events which have taken place in 
Iraq and world discussions on 
settling the Arab-Israeli dispute. ” 
Sayeb said that foe council will 
also discuss Palestinian repre- 
sentation in any further Arab- 
Israeli peace talks. 


The PLO’s sympathy towards 
Iraq in foe Gulf war has led the 
United States and its Arab allies 
to speak of trying to bypass the 
PLO, or at least its current lead- 
ership, in peace disscussions. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker is currently touring the 
region to explore possibilities of 
reviving Arab-Israeli peace 
efforts. 

“Some sides are trying to dis- 
tance the PLO from representing 
Palestinians, but our people have 
chosen this organization to be 
their sole and legitimate repre- 
sentative,” Say eh said. 

“It will remain as such so long 
as oar people wants it to be,” he 
added. 


Symposium appraises activity of 


Friends of Traffic Police Society 


AMMAN (Petra) — Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
Director Maj. Gen. Fade! Ali 
Fuheid Tuesday said that traffic 
poses one of the most important 
challenges faring the Jordanian 
society, and called for intensify- 
ing efforts to fend off its dangers 
and put an end to foe bloodshed 
resulting from it 

Addressing a symposium held 
Tuesday at the Traffic Depart- 
ment to discuss philosophy and 
objectives of foe Friends of fire 
Traffic Police Society, Maj. Gen. 
Fuheid praised the efforts made 
by foe society members saying 
that their cooperation with foe 
traffic police in detecting and 
reporting traffic violations re- 
flects their interest in safeguard- 
ing the safety and security of 
citizens. 

He • voiced hope that the 
Friends of Traffic Police Society 
will serve as a pDot experiment 
which could be applied in various 


governorates and districts of Jor- 
dan, after assessing its impact and 
reisults. 

Maj. Gen. Fuheid acritirised 
certain segments of the Jordanian 
society who violate traffic regula- 
tions and who defy the security 
regulations by firing live ammuni- 
tion during celebrations and wed- 
dings thus killing people. I 

He pointed out that the PSD is 
contemplating foe establishment 
of a society similar to foe Friends 
of the Traffic Police Society, with 
foe aim of assisting public secur- 
ity men in controlling security 
violations oh certain social occa- 
sions. 

Also addressing foe symposium 
was Chairman of the Jordanian 
Soaety for foe Prevention of 
Road Accidents Zuheir Malhas 
who said that the society main- 
tains exc eUent cooperation wi* 
the PSD. 

Mr. Malhas said that it was 


high time to organise and control 
traffic, gjven foe fact that Jordan 
has now more than 250.000 can 
running along its roads. 

“Since it is impossible to pro- 
vide a traffic policeman in all 
cases and circumstances, it has 
become incumbent on all citizens 
to cooperate m controlling traffic 
violations, be they dangerous 
violations or otherwise,” he said. 

The Traffic Police Department- 
Director Col. Ahmad Al Dmnour 
landed the idea of establishing 
the Friends of Traffic Police Soci- 
ety, saying that it creates rela- 
tions between the police and foe 
public. He added that traffic 
problems are major cause for loss 
of life, injuries and damage to 
property. 

The estab lishm ent of the socie- 
ty was aimed at bringing acci- 
dents to the bare 

minimum and 
afiwating the suffering caused by 
traffic accidents. 
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Queen Noor inaugurates 
businesswomen’s projects 

0 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Her Majesty Queen 
Noor Al Hussein, the honorary 
chairperson of the Business and 
Professional Women's Clnb 
(BFWC) inaugurated the dub’s 
new building and foe three pro- 
jects implemented by h, Tuesday. 

BPWCs President Hind Abdul 
Jaber welcomed Queen Noor in 
an opening speeech and express- 
ed appreciation of Her Majesty’s 
interest in women's development 
and her. support of the BPWC- 
Abdul Jaber also indicated in her 
speed} foe various issues which 
concern Jordanian women such 
as unemployment, different so- 
cial problems that arose from the 
current events in the region. She 
also commended the steadfast- 
ness and sacrifices of the Iraqi 
and Palestinian women. 

Abdul Jaber. explained the 
role of the chib’s Board of Direc- 
tors’ three projects and their con- 
tribution to foe success of the 
projects. 

' During foe inauguration Naila 
Al Rash dan, foe bead of the 


Legal Committee, presented the 
objectives of legal counselling for 
women project. She said that the 
project aimed at providing 
women with legal aid and con- 
ducting activities to increase 
women's awareness of their legal 
rights and duties and the ways to 
amend laws in women’s favour. 

Al Rashdan also said that the 
project provided legal counselling 
and representation for women in 
courts. Another aim of foe pro- 
ject is to provide social, family 
and psychological counselling for 
women. 

A second project was pre- 
sented by Nisreen Toukan, the 
manager of the Small Business 
Counselling for Women. She 
identified foe objective of the 
project as one that would encour- 
age women to establish small 
productive projects which would 
create employment opportunities 
for other women. 

She also said that such projects 
would create productive invest- 
ments beneficial to society at 
large. Mr. Toukan explained that 
foe projea bad finished the first 


two stages of data collection and 
planning of services and had 
embarked on the delivery of ser- 
vices to aaual and potential 
women entrepreneurs. 

Another speaker, who pre- 
sented the third projea, was Sal- 
wa Nasser, president of the In- 
formation and Documentation 
Centre for Women's Studies. 
Mrs. Nasser said that foe projea 
came as part of the five-year plan 
regarding women sectors in coor- 
dination with the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia (ESCWA). 

The BPWC established in 
1967. is a centre for Jordanian 
women. It was established in 
order to introduce women as an 
effective working force in the 
community. It was also aimed at 
finding workable solutions for 
Middle Eastern women so as they 
take a proper role in society. 

The centre provided resear- 
chers evaluation data on women 
and their role in society. 

Her Majesty toured the centre 
at the end of her visit and ex- 
amined the level of services the 
centre provided to its participants 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Tuesday inaugurates the Jaber, welcomes Her Majesty in an opening speech 
new budding of the Business and ProfessioDal (Petra photo) 

Women's Chib. The dob's president. Hind Abdul 


12% of the total workforce in Jordan is employed 
■in the agricultural sector 


JCO intent on ensuring 
food security in the country. 


By Salim Maani 

Petra 

AMMAN — The Jordan Coop- 
erative Organisation (JCO) is 
playing a major role in foe pro- 
cess of transforming Jordan from 
a mere consuming society into a 
well-organised and productive 
nation by Costing foe work of 
agricultural cooperative societies 
around the Kingdom, according 
to JCO Director General Jamal 
Lebdonr. 

“For Jordan, the agricultural 
sector is one of foe most impor- 
tant sectors in the country as it 
serves as a source of income for 
no less than 20 per cent of foe 
total population,” Mr. Lebdour 
said. 

“The agricultural sector em- 
ploys 12 per cent of the total 
Jordanian workforce and serve as 
the main contributor for ensuring 
food security for foe country,” be 
added. 

The JCO has been striving to 
promote this sector through its 
213 agricultural cooperative 
societies around the country, 
according to Mr. Lebdonr. 

He said that out of nearly 
51.000 people involved in foe 
work of cooperatives in the King- 


dom’s various seaor. nearly 
17,000 are affiliated to the agri- 
cultural cooperatives and 
together these agricultural 
societies produce 80 per cent of 
foe country’s fresh milk, 100 per 
cent of the table eggs in addition 
to considerable quantities of cere- 
als, vegetables, fruits and olives. 

Mr. Lebdour said that the 
Jordanian agricultural coopera- 
tive societies together own 12., 163 
heads of cattle and 355.286 heads 
of sheep. To help these societies 
increase their production, the 
JCO ensured loans and pants 
totalling some JD 31.7 million 
between 1979 and 1989. 

“This year, the agricultural 
cooperative societies are inten- 
sifying their efforts to increase 
production of wheat, barely, 
chick peas and lentils which are 
on peat demand on the local 
markets and form a strategic food 
commodity, Mr. Labdour said. 

He said that the agricultural 
cooperative societies are cultivat- 
ing nearly 37,000 dunums of land 
this year, up from arond 16,000 
dunums hr 1989, in order to in- 
crease food production. 

According to Mr. Lebdour, the 
JCO has now set up four new 
stations in Mafraq, Diban. 


Tafileh and Shobak to offer 
maintenance services to farming 
equipment and tractors and to 
help farmers sow seeds and spray 
pesticides or prepare fields for 
cultivation. 

“To provide additional 
amounts of water, the JCO has 
reached agreement with the 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
on foe recycling of treated 
waste water for foe irrigation of 
lands to be pown with animal 
feed Mr. Lebdour said. 

“The JCO has recently set up 
cooperatives among bedouin set- 
tlements to help settle foe be- 
douins and increase their produc- 
tion in the north regions, Mr. 
Lebdour pointed out. 

‘To help grazing, the JCO is 
supervising taking charge of six 
pastures in Main, Bani Hamideh, 
Madaba. Lejoun and Eel." he 
added. 

The JCO, he said, is constantly 
supplying fanners with farming 
equipment, seeds and pesticides 
at reasonable cost and has been 
purchasing the output at very 
high prices to encourage further 
production. Mr. Lebdour said 
that JCO this year paid JD 1.38 
million for fo cereals produced by 
the agricultural cooperative 
societies. 


Algerian doctors, specialists 
dedicated to helping Iraqis 


By Oddi Oddi 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The Algerian 
Medical Association plans to 
send 100 doctois, specialists and 
female nurses to Iraq where they 
mil arrive in the coining few days 
to offer treatment to foe victims 
of foe U.S.4ed aggression on 
Iraq, according to foe associa- 
tion’s President Jamal Weld 
Abbas. 

"Through my contacts 'with 
Iraq’s minis ter of health and foe 
Iraqi Medical Association, I 
learnt that at least 500 nurses and 
50 specialists will be needed for 
foe surgical operations going on 
in Iraqi hospitals,” Weld Abbas 
said in a statement to the Jordan 


Tunes and Al Ra’i after his arriv- 
al here from Baghdad. 

“The Iraqi people in general 
and the children under three 
years of age in particular are facing 
famine and possible death in view 
of foe shortages in food and 
medical supplies resulting from 
foe Gulf war,” said Weld Abbas. 

“During the war, only nurses 
and dotors from Algeria, Jordan 
and Palestine took part in essen- 
tial work to provide assistance to 
foe victims, while foe Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) was absent from 
foe scene,” said Weld Abbas. 

“The Algerian doctors will 
continue to proride help and they 
have already sent three missions 
of doctors and nurses with food 
supplies, medicine and medical 


equipment to Baghdad,” Weld 
Abbas said. 

“The association has collected 
six tonnes of medicine, which 
went as a gift to Iraq, and is 
covering foe cost of stationing 
hundreds of doctors and nurses in 
Iraqi cities,” he added. 

In addition, foe Algerian peo- 
ple, including donors and other 
professionals, have to date col- 
lected 600 tonnes of food sup- 
plies, especially children's milk, 
that went to Iraq, according to 
Weld Abbas. 

Weld Abbas, who is on his way 
back to Algiers to pursue efforts 
for more aid to Iraq, called for 
the formation of a pan-Arab com- 
mittee designed to help recon- 
struct Iraq. 
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The new sideshow 


U.S. MEDIA are all of a sndden putting the squeeze once 
again on Damascus after playing up reports that Syria is 
now supplying its armed forces with newer models of Scud 
missil es imported from North Korea. Sorely the U-S. 
government — and most probably some media people as 
well — knew well in advance that Syria did not take the Golf 
crisis as an opportunity to disarm or stop supplying its army 
with the latest weapon systems needed for its defence. But it 
seems credible that Washington decided to maintain silence 
on continuing Syrian armament till the Gulf war was over 
before raising the issue publicly and forcefully. So, first, it 
only took a few hours after Israel sounded alarm bells about 
the arrival of new Scud missiles to Syria for the Americans 
to echo the same sentiments and “sense of danger.*’ Then, 
several days later. President Bush’s spokesman, no less, 
attacked Syria on another front. When White House Press 
Secretary Marlin Fltzwater was asked yesterday abont a 
March 10 report by CBS Television on Syria’s alleged 
record on torture, his reply was: “I think that’s the part of 
the show that was skewed. There has been no change in our, 
policy towards Syria. They remain* on the terrorist list. I 
don’t think anybody has illusions about Assad and his 
actions over the last many years.” fltzwater went on to say 
that everyone is familiar with Amnesty International's 
documentation of ttae “atrocities that have occurred there.” 

The Americans are at it again. Hardly several months 
after Syria joined some other Arab countries in the coalition 
that fought Iraq, Damascus itself has become the target of 
U.S. allegation that it is not only a major perpetrator of 
torture but also runs a school on torture! The question that 
comes to mind is whether targetting Syria now is a prelude 
to some concerted action by Washington similar to that 
vicious campaig n launched against Iraq last April. Israel 
cannot be too far behind this new campaign against Syria, 
just like it was not when President Saddam Hussein 
threatened to burn half of Israel if the Jewfeh state attacked 
Iraq during that month. 

It is a well-known fact that Iraq was concerned and 
subjected to a savage and catastrophic war basically because 
it constituted a regional power that did not tally with 
Washington’s posture in the Gulf and Middle East regions. 
With Iraq out of the way, is it not probable that Syria will be 
also concerned in due coarse just like Iraq was and then 
made the object of another onslaught against another Arab 
country simply because it poses a military threat to Israel 
and because of its human rights record. 

At a time when all attention is focused on peace efforts, in 
light of the emergence of “new thinking,” in the area, it is 
not easy to talk about and dwell on side issues that do not 
help the cause of making progress on the peace front and 
bringing about reconciliation. But it is always important to 
remember that the Gulf crisis, in our opinion, started long 
before the Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and that it was ignited 
by media reports against the Arab country and regime like 
that which appeared in CBS' “60 Minutes” on March 10. In 
April it was Israel plus the Western, mainly American and 
British, media against Iraq. Today, it is the first combine 
against Syria. Tomorrow, what happens is anybody’s guess. 

It is well and good that the U.S. government and media 
are interested in furthering democracy and human rights 
everywhere. They should. What we have to warn against, 
though, is that if the Americans are really serious and 
willing to bring about peace to the Middle East, their effort 
should not be derailed by those who can rock the boat, and 
who have made spreading the poison their business and 
goal. 


AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday described the statement by the 
Gulf Cooperation Council's foreign ministers and those of Syria, 
Egypt and the United States as containing positive elements 
because it underlines the need for respect of the international 
legitimacy. The statement, issued at the end of these ministers’ 
meeting in Saudi Arabia called for the solution of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict on the basis of U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
338, which means calling on Israel to abide by these resolutions 
and pull out its forces from the occupied Arab territories, the 
paper noted. But while the statement emphasises the principle of 
non-interference in the internal affairs of any Arab state, it 
describes the current Iraqi government’s measures to deal with 
mutinies in the south as suppression, the paper noted. It said that 
the foreign ministers should not have marred their statement by 
attacking Iraq, neither should they have ignored mentioning the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) and the Palestinian 
people and their ongoing struggle to end occupation of the Arab 
territories. The achievement of peace in the region, as referred to 
in the statement cannot materialise without the full participation 
of the people and their representatives and their governments, the 
paper noted. 


Sawt A1 Shaab Arabic daily said that President Bush's initiative to 
settle the Arab-Israeli conflict on the basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions cannot see the light and can only be 
considered as a political manoeuvre unless it is backed by action. 
The paper said that many Arabs believe that the initiative came at 
a time when the U.S. administration was trying hard to contain 
the Arab masses rage over America’s aggression on Iraq, and they 
need action not mere words. The current U.S. moves to settle the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, said the paper, has already drawn Israel's 
instant rejection although this initiative is based on international 
legitimacy and the Security Council resolutions. The paper said 
.that James Baker has already heard this rejection which came as 
no surprise to us because it was not the first rejection by Israel of 
U.S. and other initiatives. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr. Abdalla Malki 




New era: New economic strategies 


THE way the Gulf crisis ended indicates that the United States 
will tighten its grip on world affairs. Bad as that may be in so 
many respects, it might have a positive outcome in economic 
terms. Already, the world is slowly drifting towards globalisation 
of markets as national economic borders melt away. The 
multinational corporations set the stage for this ftend; the success 
of the European Common Market gave it a boost and the fall of 
European socialism has brightened its prospects. 

A global economic is necessarily based on the philosophy of 
market economy where economic freedom reigns. Economic 
liberalisation is now sweeping through the second and third 
worlds, under the banner of organisations such as the Internation- 
al Monetary Fund. The United States is the back stage player 
which oversees, and where necessary will hereafter dictate, the 
pace and direction of the events. 

The results of the Gulf crisis and war suggest that the Middle 
East area will sooner or later be a part of the new economic world 
order. Of course, some Mideastem countries, particularly the 
Gulf states, are already free open economies. The growing 
American influence in this area will be used to push and ensure 


the movement of others in the same direction. 

The biggest leverage in this regard is the astronomical costs of 
reconstruction in the area which dwarf its financial resources to 
the extent that outside aid has to be called in. Estimates on 
reconstruction costs of Kuwait started from S10 billion two 
months ago and mounted up to S40 billion at the eve of the 
ground war to jump to S100 billion a week ago. A report in the 
Financial Times has just put the figure at S200 billion. Iraq’s 
reconstruction costs might be as high or even higher. And do not 
forget Saudi Arabia. The overall figure might run up to something 
between S400-S500 billion. The combined daily oil production of 
Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates 
in July 1990, that is the month preceding the crisis, reached 
around 13 million barrels. At an average of S18 per barrel, that 
translates into SS5 billion a year. The portion of this income which 
will be spared for investment or reconstruction cannot exceed the 
average propensity to save which averages a maximum of 25 per 
cent in developing countries. This means that the oil producing 
Arab Gulf states need 20-25 years to pay for reconstruction costs 
on top of the defence burdens. But it also means that this task is 


practically beyond their capabilities and this is why foreign aid 
must be called in. 

Such aid will have to come mainly from countries like the U.S. . 
Germany and Japan. Most of it will have to be channelled through 
the World Bank and IMF or similar institutions established for 
this purpose. This is exactly the point were the opportunity rises 
to navigate the whole Middle East area into the straits of the new 
economic world order. The Gulf states have already been stressing 
toe point that any assistance they might give to other Arab 
countries which are memberc of toe coalition against Iraq must be 
channelled through IMF and under its mechanism based on the 
conditions of adjustment policies which lead, of course, to market 
economies. 

Fortunately, toe transformation of toe world into a global free 
economy is not a bad thing, especially when the gap between toe 
very poor and very rich is seriously addressed in the context and 
spirit of toe one global famil y of nations. Here, the countries of 
the Middle East must capture the spirit of this new era and rewrite 
their development strategies and economic policies. Democracy 
and economic freedom are the name of the new game. 


Soviet weaknesses exposed in Gulf war not easy to fix 


By Michael Putzel 

The Associated ~ 
WASHINGTON — The Gulf 
war exposed weaknesses in Soviet 
weaponry that will be difficult to 
correct and may well cost the 
Soviet security at home and pre- 
cious cash from arms sales 
abroad. 

When the brief conflict ended, 
the battlefield was littered with 
burning tanks, artillery and evi- 
dence everywhere that the Iraq's 
Soviet-built weapons were no 
match for western technology. 
Kremlin Defence Minister Dmitri 
Yazov hastily announced a re- 
view of the Soviets' entire air 
defence system. 

But experts in military technol- 
ogy and Soviet economics agree 
there is little the Kremlin can do. 
certainly not for a long time, to 
overcome toe failures put on dis- 
play for the world to see in the 
six- week war. 

The war undoubtedly wounded 
the international market for 


Soviet hardware, a critical source 
of foreign currency. Arms sales 
rank second only to oil as a 
source of convertible currency for 
the Soviets. 

“Typically, their hard currency 
earnings were about $30 to 32 
billion a year, of which oil was 
about half, or a little more, and 
weapons sales were about a quar- 
ter,” said Charles Wolf, an eco- 
nomist at toe Rand Gorp. private 
research group. 

From the first minutes of the 
war, U.S. aircraft slipped unde- 
tected past Iraqi radar to knock 
out the “eyes” of their enemy and 
render much of the dangerous 
Soviet-made hardware useless. 

In the end, the Iraqis lost 1,100 
tanks for every one lost by toe 
United States. More than 2,200 
Iraqi artillery pieces were des- 
troyed. Of the 23 U.S. planes 
shot down, all were hit by re- 
latively primitive antiaircraft 
weapons-Iraq's sophisticated 
planes and surface-to-air missiles 


were out of comission. 

The Gulf war essentially 
showed a technological gap be- 
tween toe superpowers that toe 
Kremlin no longer has the re- 
sources to close. 

Marshal Nikolai Ogarkov, 
chief of the Soviet general staff in 
toe late 1970s and early 1980s 
warned that the West was surging 
ahead in weapons technology 
while toe Soviets concentrated on 
fielding massive ground forces. 

“Marshal Ogarkov has prob- 
ably been looking at toe Persian 
Gulf as toe realisation of a night- 
mare,” said Abraham Becker, 
director of toe Rand-Uda Centre 
for Soviet Studies. 

The Soviet gained their super- 
power status by financing a huge 
military, largely at the expense of 
the dvilian population, which was 
compelled to forgo modern 
health care, adequate housing 
and consumer goods. The Krem- 
lin spends 16 per cent to 20 per 
cent of the country’s gross nation- 


al product on defence, compared 
with 6 per cent to 7 per cent in the 
United States. 

With toe centrally controlled 
economy now falling apart, there 
is little toe Kremlin can do to 
finance an expensive course cor- 
rection for the military. 

“For a Soviet military leader to 
look around and say the Gulf 
proves we need all these wonder- 
ful gadgets and let's go out and 
get them would be to ignore the 
vital connection between the milit- 
ary technology that produces 
those gadgets and the economic 
infrastructure and industrial 
capability that is necessary to 
produce toe military technolo- 
gy," Becker said. 

“They really have a fun- 
damental obstacle, which they 
have not been able to deal with 
and which constitutes toe bed- 
rock problem they're facing,” he 
explained. “To be able to do as 
toe allies did in the Gulf, they 
really would have to revolutionise 


Arab people want justice in region 


By Adrian Hamilton 
IF THE Gulf War was won in 
double-quick time, the peace 
looks as if it could be lost just as 
decisively. The very people we 
ought to be supporting in Iraq are 
being repressed by the Republi- 
can Guard without a squeak of 
protest from toe victorious allies 
sitting but a few miles away. The 
Sabah family is being restored to 
Kuwait to the sound of shredded 
promises for democratic reform 
and toe dull thud of beatings 
handed out to Palestinians. 
Yemenis or anyone deemed a 
’collaborator'. 

The plan for establishing peace 
and security in toe region has 
come down to an Arab Gulf force 
with the dangerous addition of 
Syria and toe exclusion of the 
region's most important player — 
Iran. Hopes of a Middle East 
peace conference have proved 
stillborn as even the French, sens- 
ing that this is no time to push 
against the U.S., have retreated 
from the idea. What was meant to 
be a victory for the United Na- 
tions has ended in what toe Arabs 
always thought it would be: an 
irresistible demonstration of U.S.- 
power and influence. 

To say this is not to join in the 
chorus of anti-Americanism that 
has so undermined the anti-war 
case in the Gulf crisis. The prob- 
lems have not arisen from some 
deep-laid plot by Washington to 


rule the world or lower toe price 
of oil, or give vent to the invest- 
ments made in Star Wars, as the 
left would have it. The opposite is 
true. President Bush never bad a 
dear peace policy. His political 
aim has been to win a dedsive 
victory that would erase the 
memory of Vietnam, with the 
lowest possible allied casualties. 

The peculiarity of this war was 
that it was fought by a country 
which no longer could pay for its 
own troops. Whatever the 
accusations against it. America 
has neither toe resources nor the 
will to repeat this kind of venture. 
If anything, it would genuinely 
like to dear toe board and sweep 
away with everything tidy behind 
it. 

Yet to accept that U.S. inten- 
tions in the Gulf may be well- 
meant is not to say they are 
innocent. Of course, Washington 
has its own interests: its exdusive 
relationship with Saudi Arabia: 
its desire to ensure Israel’s pro- 
tection against any Arab military 
power; its determination to keep 
the Soviet Union, or indeed most 
European or Japanese, from com- 
petitive influence in the Gulf. 
The question for the peace is:, 
having achieved its domestic poli- 
tical war aims, bow hard is toe 
U.S. going to pursue its interna- 
tional aims with the peace? 

There is little point in denying 
toe U.S. pre-eminence in this 


matter. None of the potential 
dissenters — toe Soviet Union, 
France and certainly not Britain 
— are in any mood to challenge 
Washington’s immediate hege- 
mony. Nor do they feel it wise to 
consider the contracts, the oil and 
the commerce to be dispensed 
after the victory. 

That need not be a bad thing. 
American may be an interested 
victor but it is also a powerful 
one. The only nation able to field 
an army powerful enough to face 
down Saddam Hussein, it is also 
the only power able to face down 
Israel in the aftermath. Bush, and 
Secretary of State James Baker, 
are not like their predecessors. 
They owe no votes to toe Israeli ■ 
lobby nor do they now need to,, 
apologise to the government 
there. 

Bush can, if he wishes, put 
enormous pressure on Yitzhak 
Shamir to start the peace process. 
The question is whether be is 
willing, if push comes to shove. 

The Palestinian question is 
only half of the Middle East 
problem, however. The other is 
the Gulf, or what might more 
properly be called the question of 
-oil wealth and its distribution. It is 
toe issue persistently ignored by 
toe West, and by commentators. 
Where Washington may be will- 
ing to tackle the Palestinian ques-_ 
tion. it is not willing to tackle toe 
Gulf one. Its relationship with 


Saudi Arabia, and the commit- 
ment to Syria as well as Egypt, 
leave it very little room for man- 
oeuvre. 

Long-term interest, and com- 
mon humanity, might support 
any move to popular revolt, in 
southern Iraq or elsewhere. Saudi 
interests would prefer a continua- 
tion of Saddam’s regime to any- 
thing that might smack Shi'ite re- 
surgence. The Arabs in the coali- 
tion are for keener to exclude 
Iran from a post-war settlement 
than to seek genuine peace and 
security. 

“Weil, at least we've achieved a 
reversal of Iraq’s aggression 
against Kuwait,” said a senior 
British Minister recently. True, 
as far as it goes. But most people 
wanted something more than a 
restoration of the Sabahs. They 
had hoped allied soldiers might 
be working fbT some justice in toe 
region. 

If the West can make economic 
aid and international acceptance 
toe carrot of democratic reform 
in Eastern Europe, why can it not 
do the same in Iraq where the 
econoolic problems are more de- 
sperate and toe democratic urge 
all the more in need of outside 
encouragement? To ignore this 
now is to ensure that all the 
frictions which brought about this 
crisis wifi recur within the decade, 
only in an even less manageable 
or defeatable form — Observer. 


Iran asserts role in the Gulf 


By Shahrough Akhavi 
COLUMBIA, S.C. 


IRAN’S re-emergence as a 
Gulf power is a breathtaking con- 
sequence of Iraq's defeat in 
Kuwait. Its enhanced position has 
been helped by a gradual recov- 
ery from its devastating war with 
Iraq in the 1980’s. But the main 
factor was its decision to sit on 
the sidelines and not help Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, even after 
the Iraqi ruler gave up his coun- 
try’s remaining war claims against 
Iran. 


position raises Iran’s credibility 
with European nations, whose 
economic assistance it badly 
needs. Iran even has an unex- 
pected bargaining chip in its talks 
with the Iraqis on reparations for 
the 1980's war: It holds many 
Iraqi planes, which sought sanc- 
tuary in Iran during the allied air 


The strategy of Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani, the Iranian president, 
paid off, and Tehran is as much 
a winner in toe war as toe Arab 
members of the allied coalition 
are. As a sign of Iran’s new 
stature. Mr. Rafsanjani can now 
assert himself, as he did recently, 
calling for Mr. Hussein to step 
down. 


Will Iran's new stature encour- 
age moderation or miiitance? It is 
a mark of the change in its lead- 
ership that even the huge number 
of American troops in toe region 
did not provoke action against 
Washington. To be sure., Ali 
Khamenei, Ayatollah Ruhoilah 
Khomeini's replacement as spir- 
itual leader, has denounced the 
U.S. role in the Gulf, and Mr. 
Rafsanjani called several times 
for an American withdrawal. 


Mr. Rafsanjani 's public call for 
Mr. Hussein to resign would 
appear to contradict the view that 
the Iranian leaders are more in- 
terested in reconstructing the 
country than in exporting revolu- 
tion. But his statement should be 
regarded in the context of 
domestic politics. Militants have 
been trying to reactivate Iran's 
role in spreading toe faith, and 
Mr. Rafsanjani realises that he 
must not be outflanked by these 
clerics, some of whom have open- 
ly criticised him. 


Suddenly, Iran is seen by the 
Gulf nations asn important play- 
er in regional security arrange- 
ments. Indeed, Secretary of State 
James Baker has declared that 
Iran will play an important poli- 
tical role in the Gulf. This new 


But more significant is the 
muted nature of the reaction. 
When militants called for demon- 
strations against the American 
presence, few people showed up. 
Since toe Ayatollah Khomeini's 
death in June 1989, the top mul- 
lahs have made economic devlop- 
ment their main priority, an 
emphasis reflected in numerous 
speeches by the leaders. 


The prospect df making life 
difficult for Mr. Hussein must be 
very appealing to toe entire Ira- 
nian leadership. But will Iran 
help toe Shiite insurgents in 
southern Iraq in any substantial 
way? An Iraqi Shiite group in 
exile in Iran — the Supreme 
Council of the Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq — does not appear to have 
significant organisational abili- 
ties. Mr. Rafsanjani probably fi- 
. gures that toe Republican Guards 
will ultimately be able to suppress 
toe Shiites, though he may also 
calculate that it will further 
weaken Mr. Hussein. 

The Iranians must know that 
lending material support to the 


Iraqi rebels would suggest to the 
West toar the country is up to its 
old tricks. And they understand 
that economic assistance is con- 
tingent on a willingness to act 
more responsibly in the world. 

Thus, it is doubtful that Iran 
will provide military support for 
its religious brethren in Iraq. 
More likely it will provide some 
financial assistance and possibly 
grant permission to Iranian 
“volunteers” to enter Iraq to 
fight alongside the Shiites against 
toe Sunni-dominated govern- 
ment. Although toe Iraqi Shiites 
did not respond to Iranian incite- 
ment to rebel against Mr. Hus- 
sein during the Iran-Iraq war, 
they are now more likely to 
accept guidance. 

Meanwhile, Mr. ^ Rafsanjani 
can tell his domestic critics that 
he has not abandoned the cause 
of toe revolution. In the end, he 
is a pragmatic survivor, and if he 
plays his cards right he will 
emerge from the Gulf crisis stron- 
ger than before. 


Shahrough Akhavi is professor of 
international studies at the Uni- 
versity of South Carolina. The 
article is reprinted from The New 
York Times. 




their economy,” and despite the 
reforms initiated by President 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev, “they ha- 
ven't really done anything about 
toe fundamental issues.” 

Wolf, toe Rand economist, 
concluded that substantial cuts in 
military spending are essential. 

“They’re in tough shape,” 
Wolf said. “Gorbachev has some 
options, all of winch are bad.” 

He added toe Soviets may 
choose to reallocate funds 
already earmarked for toe milit- 
ary to concentrate more on the 
“weak spots” Yazov mentioned. 
Indeed, there are indications they 
already had begun trimming' 
funds from the navy, and they are 
slashing toe size oftheir armies as 
they bring troops home from 
eastern Europe. 

“The lesson of this war is that ' 
large numbers of even fairly good 
ordnance, artillery, tanks and so 
on won’t do toe job," said 
Raymond L. Gartboff, a former 
arms control negotiator and ex- 


pert in military affairs at toe 
Brookings Institution. He expects 
Soviet generals to argue they 
should put more money into de- 
veloping high technology com- 
munications and intelligence 
gathering, night fighting capabil- 
ity and smart munitions. , 


Don Hicks, a former senior^ 
Defence Department official in-* 
votved in weapons development, ' 
said the Soviet military him con-> 
centrated for decades on develop- 
ing defences that didn’t work in 
Iraq and aren't designed to coun- 
ter the Stealth aircraft that took 
out Iraqi radar and missfle sites at 
the start of toe air war. 


“The bottom line is, if they're 
really honest with themselves in 
their analysis, until they can 
handle Stealth, it doesn’t matter 
much what they do because their 
systems are going to be highly 
vulnerable to Stealth aircraft 
coming in the first strike,” HicCs 
said. 


LETTERS 


Radio Jordan 


To the Editor 


I would like to thank the English service of Radio Jordan 
for their excellent broadcasting throughout the years. 1 
admire the sophistication and warmth of the DJs as well as 
respect the hard work that the staff performs under the able 
directorate of Mr. Jawad Zada. 

However, during the Gulf crisis I felt quite frustrated by 
the length of the news bulletins for more often than not. 
they were only a few minutes. Because I am dependent on 
the English service as are others like me, I clung to the 
radio anxiously awaiting the news concerning the Gulf war. 
Often. I was bitterly disappointed and sought more 
information from other sources. Yet, all my faith and trust 
were centered on Radio Jordan and listening to foreign 
broadcasting stations only angered me more for their news * 
about Iraq was very biased and irritating. 

I realise that the English service is understaffed and 
perhaps overworked. But I feel that this service is very 
important and should not be neglected because it not only 
informs people like ine, but also informs persons who 
might be staying here at the time such as foreign journalists 
and diplomats as well listeners abroad. If more money 
could be allotted to expand and further improve the news 
bulletins, it would surely be money spent for a good cause 
and would be an asset for Jordan. 


E. Yaghi 
P.O. Box (6223) 

Amman 


Stained with blood 


To the Editor: 


U.S. President George Bush's “success" in killing tens of 
thousands of innocent Iraqis in the craziest war in history, a war 
which could and should have been avoided, has reminded me of 
toe words of Macbeth and bis wife when they killed a single 
person: 

Macbeth: “Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood dean 
from my hand? No, this my hand will rather the multitudinous 
seas incarnadine, making toe green one red.” 

Lady Macbeth: “Here's toe smell of blood still: All the perfumes 
of Arabia will noi sweeten this little hand.” 


“Arabia" is extremely appropriate today as it was in 
Shakespeare’s time. 


G. Khoary 
P.O. Box 17008 

Amman . 


Inaccurate 


To the Editor: 


I would like to bring to your attention toe following: A Mojahedin 
spokesman in Pans has denied the report in an article of the 
Jordan Times (March 4, 1991), regarding toe Mojahedin orga- 
nisation of Iran. * 

The spokesman said: “.What has been written about members 
of toe Mojahedin approaching the United Nations High Commis- 
sion for Refugees in Baghdad is incorrect. Not even a single 
person from toe Mojahedin or from the combatants of the 
National Liberation Army of Iran has approached the UNHCR 
for asylum.” 


Press office of the People’s 
Mojahedin of Iran — Paris 
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S. Arabia seeks 
U.S. military aid 


DHAHRAN — Saadi Arabia's 
defence minister requested tanks 
and warplanes from the United 
States Monday, and his forces 
celebrated victory over Iraq with 
ancient saber dances and salutes 
from modern jets. 

Prince Sultan said bis country 
needed more defensive weaponry 
to maintain post-war stability, 
adding it would look elsewhere if. 
the United States could not pro- 
vide them. 

“The United Stales govern- 
ment, administration or the Con- 
gress. they have to understand 
our needs and our ambition of 
trying to maintain the stability of 
the region.” the minister said in 
an interview. 

Prince Sultan, second in line to 
the Saudi throne, flew into 
Dhabran's military airbase to re- 
view planes that took part in the 
war against Iraq. 

“There is a list of requested 
armaments that was presented to 
the United States a long time ago 
and we hope it will be approved 
and confirmed by the congress.” 

He said negotiations were still 
needed to settle on the price of 
the military equipment, which 
included tanks and warplanes. 

Saudi Arabia plans to double 
the current size of its 65,000-man 
force. 

The Bush administration prop- 
osed selling 21 billion worth of 
military hardware to Saudi Ara- 
bia but the package ran into 
opposition from supporters of ■ 
Israel in Congress. 

As a result, the administration 
split off S7.3 billion in “immedi- 
ate needs” for the Saudi contribu- 
tion to Operation Desert Shield 
and removed controversial 
longer-term items such as new 


deliveries of F-15 jet fighters. 

Congress allowed the smaller 
package to proceed. 

“We want the United States, as 
a friend of ours, to be the main 
supplier but if there are things 
that will inhibit the United States 
from supplying us with that we 
will look elsewhere,” Prince Sul- 
tan said. He declined to specify 
alternative suppliers. 

There was no contradiction, he 
said, between Saudi Arabia's 
quest for more military punch 
and statements by U.S. President 
George Bush about transforming 
che Middle East into a region of 
peace. 

“If anybody wants to guard ills 
own farm against wild animals it 
does not mean we want to attack 
other farms,” he said. He de- 
clined to identify posable ene- 
mies Saudi Arabia and other Gulf 
countries could face in the future. 

Arriving at King Abdul Aziz 
airbase aboard a civilian jet liner. 
Prince Sultan was welcomed by 
the an honour guard of white- 
robed troops with black ban- 
doleers and gilt swords. 

The dancers performed the 
“Ardah Saudi a,” traditionally re- 
served for festive occasions in- 
cluding victory in battle. 

Later, pilots standing in front 
of their F-15 strike eagle fighter- 
bombers, skyhawks, tornados, 
mirages and helicopters snapped 
to attention and saluted as Prince 
Sultan passed in review and jets 
thundered directly overhead. 

After Sunset, Prince Sultan 
and a large retinue assembled on 
a field covered with Persian car- 
pets to hear an impassioned 
celebratory speech and — sabers 
raised high above their heads — 
take part in the dance. 


Karbala 

(Condoned from page 1) 

groups facing the Iraqi army. 

• One source said that in addi- 
tion to the controversy over 
whether to form a government 
and parliament-in -exile, the dele- 
gates also differed on whether to 
admit two new opposition fac- 
tions backed by Saudi Arabia to 
their alliance. 

The Free Iraq Council of Saed 
Saleh Jaber and the National 
Salvation Front of Saleh Omar 
Aiy “do not cany real weight on 
the ground m. Iraq, bi^Spudi 
Arabia wants their represcntaffcion 
in the Iraqi opposition allfahce to 
be effective,” the source said. 

"Some major opposition 
groups also want the two new 
factions to be effectively repre- 
sented in the alliance to provide 
the opposition with Arab backing 
and decrease the influence Iran 
has through its Shiite Muslim 
allies,” he added. 

Iran is known to bade its fellow 
Shiite Muslims in Iraq, and has 
given refuge to tens of thousands 
of them- 

Some opposition groups fear 
that Iran will support the estab- 
lishment of an Islamic republic 
like its own in southern Iraq 
where most Shiites live. 

But Iran has come out strongly 
in favour of the territorial integri- 
ty of post-war Iraq. 

Conference memebrs said most 
of the deliberations by the 23 
factions were backstage negotia- 
tions outside the three -day con- 
ference. 

President Saddam chaired a 
meeting on Monday' of the Re- 
volutionary Command Council 
(RCC) and ruling Baatb Party, 
Radio Baghdad said. 

The Radio said the joint meet- 
ing heard a report submitted by 
RCC Vice-Chairman Lzzat Ibra- 
him on a tour of the govemorates 
of Wastt and Maysan. 

The two areas were claimed by 
travellers, Iraqi exiles and West- 
ern intelligence reports to be 
scene of heavy fighting. 

“(Mr. Ibrahim’s) report also 
reviewed the action taken during 
the tour to complete the tasks of 
restoring the normal state of 
affairs and the usual services,” 
the radio said without giving de- 
tails. 

It said the RCC and the Baath 
leadership — Iraq’s highest au- 
thorities — also reviewed “de- 

. velopments in the political situa- 
tion.” 


Kuwait 


(CootaMd txvm pap 1) 

If I wanted to leave Kuwait, I 
lid have fled during the 
upation," said one man. “I 
t want to get things for my 
lily and come track.” 
lice, water, candles, an elec- 
al generator and toner for a 
tying machine were on Faisal 
Rasheed’s list. The 43-year- 
businessman said he had been 
lyin g to the stadium since Sun- 
V when the Ministry of In- 
or began accepting applica- 
is. 

When Kuwait was freed we 
ught airplanes would come 
I drop food from the skies,” he 
j. “Now we realise we have to 
it for ourselves. 


“Without George Bush our 
government cannot do anything.” 
said his brother. Sahib al 
Rasheed, 63. He wanted bananas 
and diapers for his grandchildren. 

Some said the government had 
lost applications they made on 
Sunday. Others accused the gov- 
ernment of only giving permis- 
sion to those with connections, 
called “watta" or “vitamin W” in 
Kuwaiti slang. 

At the ministry. Major Hussein 
Al Yousef said more than 8,000 
people had applied to leave the 
country from Sunday to Monday. 
He estimated that more than 
2,000 would apply Tuesday. 

Israel 

(Continued from page I) 

tion.” 

For the time being, though, 
Mr. -Baker and Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy said at a 
joint news conference, Arab atti- 
tudes towards the Jewish state 
were changjug- 

Mr. Baker reported to Mr. 
Levy in advance of his meeting 
with Mr. Shamir on the talks he 
held in Saudi Arabia and Egypt. 

“I am pleased they are begin- 
ning to show signs of change,” 
Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Levy subsequently told 
army radio Tuesday morning that 
Mr. Baker agreed to take inot 
account Israel’s desire to be part 
of an emerging Middle East de- 
fence alliance with the eight Arab 
states. 

Syria praised die U.S. for the 
first time in years for a positive 
“stand on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict that .Damascus saw as a 
significant policy shift by the 
Americans (see page 2). 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak said the time was not 1 
ripe for an international Middle 
East peace conference to settle 
the conflict. 

“No. not at the present time,” 
Mr. Mubarak told reporters in 
Cairo when asked whether a con- 
ference was timely now that the 
Gulf war was over. 

Mr. Mubarak said confidence- 
building measures between Israel 
and the Arabs were needed first, 
as well as enough preparation for 
a conference. 

“Any conference that convenes 
without proper preparation is 
doomed to failure ... if we enter 
an international conference now 
everybody will reject it,” be said. 

Syria has said a conference 
should be held immediately. 

Foreign ministers of Egypt and 
seven other Arab states who met 
Mr. Baker in Riyadh Sunday said 
a U.N .-sponsored international 
conference was “an appropriate 
framework” to settle the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

Mr. Mubarak said no country 
bad the right to interfere in the 
internal affairs of the FLO or try 
to change its leadership. 

U.S. President George Bush 
last week ruled out an early re- 
sumption of its support for Iraq. 

Mr. Baker said after meeting 
Mr. Mubarak Monday that the 
PLO knew what was required if it 
wanted dialogue resumed. He did 
not elaborate and Mr. Mubarak 
also declined to give details. 

Washington broke off talks 
with the PLO last June after it 
failed to condemn a Palestinian 
seaborne attack on Israel. - 


Turkey hopes to tie Middle East 
region together with water pipeline 


By Zeyneg Alemdnr 
e Associated Press 


& 


ANKARA, Turkey — Tur- 
key is reviving its “peace pipe- 
line'* project, a plan to link six 
Gulf countries, Syria and Jor- 
day by the world's longest 
water line. 

“We are in need of physical 
evidence for lasting peace and 
stability in the area,” said 
Necati Utkan, Turkey’s 
ambassador to Iraq, who 
promoted the water project 
when President Turgut Ozal 
introduced it in 1987. 

Turkey is the only country 
in the dry Middle East with 
excess water. The threat to 
desalination plants by the 
huge Gulf oil slick emphasised 
water’s value. 

Under the Turkish propos- 
al, two pipelines would carry 
a total of 1.6 billion gallons 
to the eight countries each day 
from the Seyhan and Ceyhan 
rivers, which flow into the 


Mediterranean. 

“It will be the largest water 
conveyance project in the 
world,” said Graham Poke, a 
project director at Brown and 
Root, a Texas-based company 
which has done research on 
the plan. 

The networks western 
branch would supply Syria, 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
along a 2,654 -kilometres 
route. A 3,861-kilometres 
pipeline would cross Saudi 
Arabia to Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, the United Arab Emirates 
and Oman. 

About 30 million people in 
the region could benefit. 

Officials say Iraq was not 
included because it has 
enough water, but that it 
would be technically possible 
to extend the popeline if Iraq 
entered the project later. 

As first proposed, the net- 


work would have included the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. 

Turkey could provide eight 
per cent of Saudi Arabia’s 
water with the pipelines, offi- 
cials said. A senior official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said water could 
be delivered for about 80 
cents a cubic meter (264 gal- 
lons), roughly half the cost 
from a desalination plant. 

Turkey is broaching the 
“peace pipeline” again to 
generate regional goodwill 
and gain prestige after the 
Gulf war, officials say. It also 
hopes to earn hundreds of 
millions of dollars annually 
from selling its water. 

Ozal wants to use water to 
expand Turkey’s political and 
economic ties with its neigh- 
bours. He has invited regional 
leaders to a “water summit” 
in November on better ways 
of utilising the resource. 

“To establish enduring 


peace in the region, it is 
necessary to begin a process 
focused on economic inter- 
dependence among the mid- 
dle East nations,” Ozal wrote 
recently in ABC, a Spanish 
daily. 

Construction of the western 
pipeline will cost about S8.5 
billion and the Gulf line about 
$12.5 billion, according to a 
study Brown and Root did 
three years ago. The system 
would take eight years to 
build. 

Ozal has suggested new oil 
and gas pipelines run parallel 
to the water line so the trade 
would be two-way. 

That idea may be intended 
to ease worries about the re- 
liability of water supplies from 
Turkey. 

Saudi Arabia, for example, 
did not support the project in 
the past because Turkey could 
turn off the tap. Last year. 
Turkey reduced the flow of 
the Euphrates river to Syria 


and Iraq to fill the reservoir of 
its giant Ataturk dam. 

The pipeline idea has not 
developed to the point where 
Turkey has begun formal talks 
with the potential customers, 
but it recently asked Brown 
and Root for additional tech- 
nical information. 

Saudi Arabia seems agree- 
able this time. Its approval is 
considered vital to convincing 
others. 

Abdul Aziz Khojah, Saudi 
ambassador to Turkey, said 
his country could trade oil for 
water. 

“It is the project of the 
future,” he said in interview. 
“It will turn the whole Ara- 
bian peninsula into a new 
green land and bring countries 
closer.” 

The war gave the rich Gulf 
nations a dramatic reminder 
of their water shortage. They 
rely on desalination plants, 
which can be shut down by oil 
slicks. 
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Projected water 
pipeline to 
the Middle 
East 


Coming to terms with stress? 


ILO Feature 

The “end-of-the-century afflic- 
tion,” stress continues to ravage 
all levels of society. It strikes 
especially hard m industrialised 
countries. In Japan, for instance, 
60 per cent of the 120 million 
inhabitants appear to be affected. 

Developing countries are not 
spared either: a recent poll in 
Morocco revealed that 40 per 
cent of company executive!, five 
under constant pressure. 

Whether it be termed “profes- 
sional soriopathy” or “a sickness 
of modern societies,” the phe- 
nomenon first spreads within the 
world of work. “The spirit of 
challenge’* and the constant 
pressure of competition are the - 
chief causes. It is not surprising 
that executives seem vulnerable. 
Id the United Stares. 45 per cent 
of salaried workers employed in 
posts of responsibility arq .sub- 
jected to excessive stress and 15 
per cent of them are prone to 
nervous depression; in "Switzer- 
land, one executive out of four 
admits to being seriously dissatis- 
fied with his work. 

But stress does not necessarily 
increase with the level of respon- 
sibility, in fact the reverse. Re- 
search in several countries — 
Germany, the United States, the 
United Kingdom and notably 
Sweden — has shown that the 
incidence of stress-related illness 
is higher among workers. A study 
earned out on 270,000 persons in 
the United States reveals that the 
rate of heart diseases hi higher 
among non-executive salaried 
workers and that it decreases as 
one moves up the hierarchical 
ladder. 

Certain professions, which re- 
quire quick adaptation to new or 
urgent situations, are particularly 
affected: journalism, especially in 
the daily press; stock market - or 
finance-related occupations in 
general; the medical professions 
and hospital staff, and teams 
dealing with emergencies. 

Stress affects not only “white- 


collar” but also manual workers, 
the groups termed “vulnerable” 
— women, older or handicapped 
workers, migrants — those whose 
duties are modified or phased out 
by the introduction of new tech- 
nologies, and all who are dep- 
rived of personal initiative and 
doomed to monotonous and re- 
petitive tasks. 

Moreover, stress can be aggra- 
vated by relationship problems, 
by the fear of losing one's job, or 
by a host of other non- 
occupational factors such as fami- 
ly problems, health anxieties, 
commuting and financial worries. 

From the early symptoms to 
the real illnesses that can result 
from it, the harmful consequ- 
ences of stress first concern a 
person’s health. The most fre- 
quent disorders range from chro- 
nic fatigue to depression, by way 
of insomnia, anxiety, migraine, 
emotional upsets, stomach ulcers, 
allergies, skin disorders, lumbago 
and rheumatic attacks, tobacco 
and alcohol abuse, culminating 
with the most serious consequ- 
ences of all: heart attacks, acci- 
dents and even suicides. 

The effects of stress on the 
functioning of enterprises are no 
less spectacular, demotivation, 
work-related accidents, frequent 
or prolonged sick leave. In the 
United States, the overall cost of 
occupationally-induced stress is 
estimated at $60 billion a year. 

Doctors, psychologists and spe- 
cialists in the organisation of 
work are increasingly concerned 
by tire phenomenon. Institutes or 
centres for stress research have 
been set up. For several years, 
the ILO has been active in re- 
search and publication on the 
subject. 

It is advisable to tackle the 
problem from all angles says Dr. 
Georges Coppde, Head of the 
Medical Section of the ELO's 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Brandi. 

To Various researchers, it 
seems vital and urgent to develop 
a positive approach to stress 


emphasising its importance in the 
search for dynamic adaptation to 
a given situation, rather than 
concentrating on its pathological 
aspects. 

From a physiological view- 
point, stress is a mechanism that 
mobilises extra energy in re- 
sponse to sudden demand. In- 
tended to meet emergency situa- 
tion, stress mechanisms prepare 
for struggle or escape and are also 
those of survival. “If health is 
considered a dynamic equilib- 
rium, stress is a part of it for there 
is no health without interaction 
with other people and with the 
environment. Only excesses are 
pathological,” points out Dr. 
Goppee. 

In practice, the first symptoms 
act as a kind of alarm signal which 
reminds the individual that the 
body has limits not to be ex- 
ceeded. If, in the case of # an 
executive, for example, stress can 
be a driving force which allows 
him to surpass himself and retain 
a fighter mentality, any exaggera- 
tion could seriously harm his 
health. It would be advisable then 
for him to organise himself better 
so as to avoid or minimise ten- 
sions and vexations. 

“More explicitly,” explains Dr. 
Coppde, “the notion itself of 
stress challenges our usual scien- 
tific conceptions because it estab- 
lishes a bridge between physical, 
mental and social well-being. An 
attack on one means an attack on 
the others. Thus, a cut in the 
hand is a physical wound but at 
the same time it affects the mind, 
provoking distress or anxiety, and 
can cause functional disability 
and incapacity to work. Similarly, 
the loss of a job has an impact on 
the mind and on the physical 
health of the individual. 

“As long as one continues to 
compartmentalise man and his 
health, one will be unable to 
understand either fatigue or 
stress,” Dr. Copp6e concludes. 

The medico-sorial implications 


of this approach to stress are 
important and are largely mis- 
understood. Thus, for example, 
in case of an accident, workplace 
health services should not simply 
administer first aid and send the 
victim to hospital but should also 
be actively concerned with mini- 
mising the psychological, and so- 
cial consequences of the accident 
and ensuring a follow-up until the 
injured person returns to work. 

In an overall conception of 
health at work, ergonomics and 
the different methods of work 
organisation play a vital role. It is 
essential that every worker be- 
nefit from optima] conditions so 
as to give the best of himself 
without prejudice to his health 
that is. his physical, mental and 
social well-being. These condi- 
tions are not only material: it is 
necessary at the same time to be 
concerned with freeing the indi- 
vidual from certain fears such as 
being dismissed, of not seeing his 
efforts recognised or of being the 
victim of his cbieFs sudden 
changes of mood. One of the 
major causes of stress is the fear 
of the unknown and a lack of 
control over the duties to be 
carried out and over the organisa- 
tion of work. Under these cir- 
cumstances, the treatment of 
stress and its prevention are not 
medical matters, but are “in- 
formation” and “participation." 
% 

To what extent should enter- 
prises conceive and set up anti- 
stress programmes and above all 
make them known? In so doing, 
do they not risk tarnishing their 
“image” and being viewed by the 
public or trade unions as “stress- 
ful enterprises”? The question is 
open. The answer could perhaps 
be found in setting up health 
programmes at work based on 
three requirements set out by the 
ILO: a safe and healthy working 
environment, well-being of the 
worker and respect for human 
dignity, and the possibility for the 
work to develop and serve society 
through his work. 



Monotony at the workplace is as harmful as excessive diversity 
or work overload. Under-stimulation and over-stimulation are 
both a cause of stress. It seems necessary and urgent to develop a 
positive approach to stress by keeping in view its value in the 
search for a dynamic adaptation to a given situation rather than by 
focusing systematically on its pathological aspects. 
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PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 
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4 Rent & Sato 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent ana 
sale - furnished or unfur-J 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale 

|For further details, please 
1 call 

lAbdoun Real 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
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apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 
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Rental Dept 687821/22 
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Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 
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Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumesjighters, 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
■crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 
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in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-MhJnight 

Tel.6389S8 
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RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 
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After the Philadelphia Hotel 
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The First Class Hotel in ! 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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West Ham to play cup semifinal 
match against Nottingham Forest 



LONDON (R) — Colin Foster 
scored for West Ham in their 2-1 
English F.A. Cup victory over 
Evert on Monday, earning the 
second division side a semifinal 
meed ng with his old dub Notting- 
ham Forest. 

Foster, who joined West Ham 
from Forest for £750.000 (SI. 38 
million) in September 1989, 
opened the scoring in a pulsating 
quarterfinal after 34 minutes. 

He turned sharply in the penal- 
ty area no volley home from 10 
metres from Tim Breacker’s cen- * 
tre after Everton goalkeeper 
Neville Southall had fisted clear 
an Ian Bishop free kick. 

West Ham, chasing promotion 
and their first F.A. Cup triumph 
since 1980, tightened their grip on 
the tie with a brilliant second goal 
by Stuart Slater after an hour. 

He picked up a pass from 
Bishop and weaved his way past 
Martin Keown and Pat Nevin 
before drilling a shot from the 
■ edge of the penalty area low into 
the comeT of the net. 

Everton. who knocked out 
favourites Liverpool in the pre- 
vious round after two replays. 


created few dear cut chances. 

Their consolation goal came 
from central defender Dave Wat- 
son four minutes from time. 

West Ham's odds to lift the cup 
in May were halved from 11-1 to 
11-2 by leading bookmakers after 
their quarterfinal victory. 

First division leaders Arsenal, 
who meet Tottenham in the other 
semifinal, are 6-4 favourites. 
Forest are priced at 2-1 and Tot- 
tenham 7-2. 

The semifinal between London 
rivals Tottenham and Arsenal 
will be played at Wembley, the 
first time England's national sta- 
dium has staged a semifinal, the 
F.A. said Monday. 

Wembley traditionally hosts 
the final but anticipated ticket 
demand makes the stadium, with 
its 80,000 all-seater capacity, the 
only arena in London big enongh 
to accommodate the crowd. 

Two seasons ago 95 fans were 
crushed to death because of over- 
crowding at a semifinal tie be- 
tween Liverpool and Nottingham 
Forest at Sheffield Wednesday's 
Hillsborough Stadium. 

The Totten ham- Arsenal tie 


will be played on April 14 with a 
noon local time (1100 GMT) 
kick-off. 

The second semifinal between 
Nottingham Forest and West 
Ham will be held the same day at 
1530 local time (1430 GMT). The 
game will be staged at Villa 
Park, home of Aston Villa. 

The F.A. Co unci] Monday de- 
cided to delay a decision on the 
introduction of penalty shoot- 
outs to settle cup ties after one 
replay. 

The police want the F.A. to 
settle ties after a maximum of two 
games, citing the pressure of staf- 
fing hastily arranged replays at 
short notice. 

But F.A. spokesman Glen Kir- 
ton said: “We would be very 
reluctant to alter the format of 
the F.A. Cup competition which 
has stood for more than 100 
years.” 

Meanwhile, Tottenham's inter- 
national midfielder Paul Gas- 
coigne underwent surgery on a 
long-term injury Monday and 
faces a difficult fight to be fit for 
next month's English F.A. Cup 
semifinal. 


Club officials said Gascoigne, 
for whom Italian club Lazio have 
made a S12-million offer, had an 
operation cn tom stomach mus- 
cles. The injury has been troubl- 
ing him since mid-January. 

“It's a bit of a gamble bat it's 
got so bad that something needed 
to be done," Mabbutt said. 

Gascoigne has played one 
league game in the past eight 
weeks as manager Terry Ven- 
ables saved him for more impor- 
tant F.A. Cup ties. 

The 23-year-old midfielder has 
played a vital role in Tottenham's 
progress to the semifinals, scoring 
five goals in three games includ- 
ing the winner against Notts 
County Sunday. 

Tottenham, £10 million ($18.5 
million) in debt, are desperate to 
reach the F.A. Cup final as they - 
attempt to win a trophy and a 
place in Europe and generate 
enough income to avoid having to 
sell their England player. 

Gascoigne will miss England's 
important European qualifying 
match against Ireland later this 
month. 


Fast success may not be enough 
to save Athletic Bilbao coach 


By Reuters 

JAVIER CLEMENTE, coach of 
relegation-threatened Athletic 
Bilbao, is in danger of losing his 
job despite an enviable track 
record at the Spanish first divi- 
sion soccer club. 

Clemente, who coached Atleti- 
co Madrid for a while last season, 
has made the team league cham- 
pions twice and cup winners once 
and remains confident his record 
will protect him. 

But after Sunday's 6-0 humilia- 
tion by Barcelona, Athletico's 
biggest ever home defeat, the 
atmosphere has soured. 

“Chucking out the coach is 
always easiest, but it's not always 
right,” he said. “At least the 
public are with me, even if it's 
just because they are grateful for 
times past..." 

Club Chairman Jose Julian 
Lerchundi pledged to keep 
Clemente unless there was an 
evident loss of faith in him but the 
rest of the board was said to be 
against the coach. 

Clemente, meanwhile, de- 
fended his team's poor perform- 
ance against Barcelona, the all- 


conquering league leaders. 

“Obviously the team is not 
where it should be,” he said. 
“But... we should not get too 
frightened, because the rest of 
the teams in the league are not 
like Barcelona — thank God.” 

The same awe-struck tones 
were once used to describe Euro- 
pean club champions AC Milan 
but the Italian team appear to 
have lost their way both at home 
and in Europe. 

After drawing IT at home to 
Marseille in their European Cup 
quarterfinal first leg and then 
losing to league leaders Samp- 
doria Sunday, they hope to recov- 
er their winning form on Wednes- 
day when they play Roma in the 
Italian Cup. 

However, Milan will be with- 
out their key Dutch internation- 
als Ruud Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten in the semifinal first leg 
since both are playing for the 
Netherlands. 

Roma will be without injured 
Brazilian defender Aldair but are 
still*" confident thanks to recent 
good results such as their 3-0 
defeat of Belgian dub Anderlecht 
in the UEFA Cup. 

“A year ago this tie did not 
bear thinking about but now 


Roma and Milan are on the same 
level,” said Roma’s Italian inter- 
national striker Ruggiero Riz- 
zitelli. Sampdoria play league 
champions Napoli in the other 
semifinal Tuesday. 

French champions Marseille 
could well leave international 
striker Eric Cantona on the bench 
when they play St. Etienne in the 
league Saturday but Yugoslav 
Dragan Stojkovic may return. 

Cantona, after some weeks out 
with a leg injury, missed the 
Milan match and did nor play in 
Marseille’s 4-1 win against Stras- 
bourg in the French Cup Sunday. 
“He will not play until I’m sure 
he is ready," said coach 
Raymond Goethals. 

Bayern Munich, struggling to 
regain their German Bundesliga 
lead after dropping to second 
place, also have injuries to worry 
about and will have to do without 
sweeper Klaus Augenthaler and 
goalkeeper Raimond Aomann in 
their next two games. 

Saturday's 3-0 win over VFB 
Stuttgart left Augenthaler, the 
Bayern captain, with severely 
bruised thigh muscles on his left 
leg and Aumann with an injured 
right thigh. 


Johnson comeback could become letdown 


SEVILLE, Spain (R) — After 
the humiliating defeat of sprinter 
Ben Johnson at the World Indoor 
Athletics Championships, the 
comeback of the year could be- 
come the letdown of the decade. 

The Canadian crept out of the 
championships without a win in 
three races and without a medal 
in the 60 metres, an event he 
considered his own when prop- 
elled by years of steroid taking. 

Before the Seville meeting, 
Johnson had boldly announced 
that the 60 metres final was one 
of three events he planned to win 
before retiring in IS months, the 
others being the 100 metres at the 
Tokyo World Outdoor Cham- 
pionships in August and the 
Olympics in Barcelona next year. 

His two-year compulsory lay- 
off for his positive dope test at the 
Seoul Olympics in 1988 has clear- 
ly left him with a lot of ground to" 


make up. 

“My speed is 100 per cent but 
my start is only 80 to 90 per cent. 
That's what I’m working on,” he 
said. 

Johnson's performances in 
Seville suggested these figures are 
both wrong. In a field minus 
Leroy Burrell of the United 
Statesfl^the world's top sprinter, 
Johnson could not get the better 
of young American Andre 
Cason, Britain's Linford Christie 
or Cbitfi Imoh of Nigeria. 

If he could not beat these men 
over 60 metres, how could he 
expect to match Burrell or his old 
arch-rival Carl Lewis over 100 
metres was the question on every- 
one's lips. 

Johnson's domination of men's 
sprinting was based on a rocket- 
like thrust out of the starting 
blocks. To achieve it he needed 


extraordinary strength and mus- 
cle power, acquired by years of 
massive steriod consumption. 

“I'm working hard on my 
starts, that’s what I need right 
now,” Johnson said, though he 
still appears almost naively con- 
vinced that with luck he can be 
the “Big Ben” of old. 


Swiss 
retains 
lead in 
French 
cycling race 

NEVER. France (AP) — Tony 
Rominger of Switzerland re- 
tained foe overall lead after Mon- 
day's second stage of the Paris- 
Nice Cycling Race, while Toshiba 
won the team trial. 

Frenchman Christian Ghaubet 
moved from third to second place 
in the overall standings, while 
countryman Pascal Lance took 
third place. The two were four 
seconds behind Rominger. 

The Toshiba team won the 
47-kilometre team trial around 
Never, finished in 57 minutes and 
21 seconds. 

In addition to Rominger. 
Lance and Chaubet, the Toshiba 
team consists of Frenchmen Mar- 
tial Gayant, Sebastien Flicher, 
Philippe Louviot, Laurent 
Jalabeit and Thierry Bourguig- 
non. 

The PDM team came in 
second. 56 seconds behind, and 
Castorama. more than a minute 
behind Toshiba, was third. 

Greg Lemond of the United 
Stales and his Z team placed sixth 
in foe team trial, one minute and 
23 seconds behind Toshiba. 

Lebond, a three- time-winner 
of foe Tour de France, remained 
in the 27th position, one minute 
and forty seconds behind Romin- 
ger. 

French cycling star Laurent 
Fignon dropped from 10th to 12th 
place. 

American Frankie Andrew, 
fifth after the first day of foe race 
Sunday, dropped to 13th place. 


Dutch eager to repeat 
8-0 thrashing of Malta 


AMSTERDAM (R) — The 
Dutch players will probably con- 
sider themselves under-achievers 
should they fail to put at least 
eight goals past Malta in Wednes- 
day’s Group 6 qualifier for the 
1992 European Soccer Cham- 
pionships. 

After beating Malta 8-0 in Val- 
letta in December, the defending 
champions are eager for an even 
more impressive borne win in 
Rotterdam to help them on their 
way to Sweden. 

Portugal lead foe group with 
seven points from five games, 
closely pursued by foe Nefoeri 
Lauds, who are three points be- 
hind but have two games in hand. 

To close foe gap, foe Dutch are 
likely to field their strongest team 
led by AC Milan team mates 
Ruud Gullit and Marco Van Bas- 
ten, scorer of five goals in Vallet- 
ta. 

Van Basten, who missed 
Milan's European Cup quarter- 
final first leg draw with French 
champions Marseille Wednesday 
due to a suspension, will be raring 
to strike again. 

Coach Rinus Michels has made 
only cosmetic changes to his 
squad, replacing Ajax midfielder 
Aron Winter, now almost reco- 
vered from a knee injury, with 
team mate Richard Witschge, 
who missed foe game in Valletta 
due to ‘flu’. 

PSV Eindhoven defender Jerry 
De Jong, dropped by dub coach 
Bobby Robson . last week, has 


also been passed over by Michels 
in favour of another rising star, 
Marciano Vink of Ajax. 

Michels has also drafted in* 
some extra attacking firepower in 
the form of blond Bordeaux strik- 
er Wim Kieft. 

The return of Kieft was some- 
thing of a surprise since foe strik- 
er quit the squad in November 
when he was left out of foe 
starting line-up for foe qualifier 
against Greece. 

Although he will start on foe 
bench it seems Kieft has made 
peace with the coach. “We love 
each other again,” he said. 

The Maltese have had a heavy 
European programme over foe 
last couple of weeks, playing Por- 
tugal twice. While they limited 
foe home loss to 1*0, Malta were 
thrashed 5-0 b Oporto. 

To add to their problems, Mal- 
ta will be without key defenders 
John Buttigieg and Joe Galea, 
who are both suspended. 

German coach Hoist Hecse is 
expected to replace them with 
Edmund Zaxnmit and Edwin 
Camilleri respectively. 

Their good news is that midfiel- 
der Jesmond Zerafa passed a 
last-minute fitness test to join foe 
16-man squad. 

Either way, foe fans fear a 
rout. The team have picked up 
just one point from their five 
matches, letting in 19 goals while 
scoring only one — in their 1-1 
draw at home to Finland. 


Graf needs to change 
her game, Sabatini says 


BOCA RATON, Florida (AP) — 
Gabriela Sabatini says Steffi Graf 
needs to change her game to 
regain foe no. 1 ranking she lost 
Monday. 

Sabatini should know. Count- 
rag Sunday's 6-4, 7-6 (8-6) victory 
in foe finals of foe Virginia Slims 
of Florida, she has beaten Graf 
three times in a row. 

“She has to change a little bit 
because everybody now knows 
how to play against her," Sabatini 
said. “For sure 7 think she will do 
something.” 

Graf knew last week that even 
if she won foe tournament, she 
would swap spots Monday with 
Monica Seles at the top of the 
computer rankings. The flip-flop 
ends Grafs record 3Vi-year 
streak at no. 1. 

Seles, Graf and the fourth- 
ranked Sabatini will all compete 
in foe 10-day international play- 
ers championships starting Friday 
on Key Biscayne, Florida. Graf 
would regab foe no. 1 ranking if 
she wins foe tournament and 
Seles loses before the finals. 

But Graf hasn’t won a tourna- 
ment in four months. She has 
been shut out in Grand Slims for 
foe past year, after winning eight 
of nine before that. 

When foe German is asked 
about changing her game, foe 
questions usually involve the pos- 
sibility of her corafog to the net 
more. 
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ONE WINNER TOO MANY 


North-Souih vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 
i K 9 7 2 
? A 6 4 

; a q j 

* K 10 3 

WEST EAST 

*QJ 10 853*A 
7Q9 ? J87 

C 6 2 0 10 9 8 5 

* QiS * A J962 

SOUTH 
*64 

T K 10 5 3 2 
K 7 4 3 

* 7 4 


The bidding: 
South West 

North 

Easl 

Pass 

2 * 

2 NT 

Pass 

3 

Pass 

4 7 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Queen of * 
Another member of the Norwe- 
gian team who impressed kibitzers 
and journalists alike at the Europe- 
an Junior Championship in Neu- 
munster, West Germany, was Per 
Arne Flaat, 24. Here he performed 
brilliantly as declarer in the key 
Norway-lsrael match at this 
championship. 

West's two-spade opening bid 

was weak and foe rest of foe auction 


was natural. Note that North wisely 
shied away from three no trump— a 
club lead would have left declarer 

with no play for that game. 

Wesi led the top of the spade 
sequence and declarer did well to 
play low from dummy. East won the 
ace perforce and shifted to a dia- 
mond, taken in dummy. After 
drawing two rounds of trumps, it 
would seem natural to play off the 
top diamonds to see if the suit 
breaks, then either attempt to end- 
play East, or else try to come to 
hand with a spade ruff for a lead up 
to the king of clubs. The latter fails 
because the ace of clubs is offside. 
The former won't succeed because 
East has a safe exit with his last 
diamond. 

Flaat foresaw this and found an 
elegant counter. After cashing, foe 
ace of diamonds, declarer overtook 
the queen of diamonds with the king 
and ruffed the remaining diamond 
on the tabic. Now the defenders 
could not prevent declarer from 
reaching his hand with a spade ruff 
to lead a trump and endplay East. 
(If East ruffs foe king of spades, he 
endplays himself.) On East’s forced 
club return, the king becomes foe 
fulfilling trick. 



Andy Capp 

I'M JUST REAM FOR. 
VOU, MATE -I /MOW 
EVERYTHING 


YOU DC? RIGHT- WHO 
PLAYED THE PIANIST IN - 
'LOVE / AE OR LEAVE ME' ? 





Steffi Graf 

“Definitely not,” she said after 
Sunday’s loss. “I think I should 
stay with what I’m doing. TTiat’s 
not really foe right thing at foe 
moment.'’ 

Graf, who long has relied on 
her serve and forehand to win, 
died key pofots she lost when she 
tried to volley against Sabatini. 
But Graf won 15 of 18 points 
when she went to the net, bdud- 
ing two b a row at match pout b 
foe tiebreaker 

She admitted Utcfcbg aggres- 
siveness on other key pouts. She 
converted just two of 12 break 
opportunities. 


Peanuts 


THIS IS MY REPORT 
. ON WATER, UJHlCH.AS 
UE KNOW, COMES FROM 
PRINKIN6 FOUNTAINS.. 


SO IF YOUlL ALL FOLLOW ME, 

| WE’LL 60 OUT INTO THE HALL, 

, and we’ll have a demonstration 

OF JUST HOW WATER... 




FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 13, &L 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Right# Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Four 
excellent aspects propel you in the 
right direction and keep you on foe 
right course with friends and 
associates who have been weari- 
some of late and seem to lack 
awareness of your intent 
ARIE& (March 21 to April 19) 
Take some time out to look at your 
books, accounts, statements as 
well as make business, medical or 
dental appointments. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon have a good mud for money 
and figures and this is yonched off 
very much to your advantage now 
when all kinds of added income 
can be your. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June 21) 
Look for foe personal outlets that 
you feel will give you that chance 
for what yon have been waiting to 
get what you want to make you feel 
good. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This Is your time to quietly 
get at whatever has been bugging 
you. to find out foe real reason and 
then to handle it in a wise manner. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
now have it in your power to show 
others that you are a social menor 
of importance for your entertain- 
ing sense is excellent and year 
magnetis high. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think out a plan that will 
impress those who are pretty 


powerful with your finest qualities 
and attributes and you will gain 
some good wifi. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Many new and more interest- 
ing springtime activities can follow 
thinking over what you would Gke 
to do in the days aha»d to achieve 
much. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Getting all of those pay- 
ments ami collections behind you 
whether of a personal or business 
nature frees time you soon need 
for big doings, 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Think out what 
others desire from you and enter 
into whatever agreement is satis- 
factory to you both and you make 
some desirable new deals now. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Make sure to do the 
thing s that are expected of you by 
your own clan and find some color- 
ful or artistic objects to make year 
borne more attractive. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) This is certainly the day 
when you can have a ball so get out 
in foe world of activity at the places 
you like foe most and have fun. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Your basic security needs to be 
enhanced and can right now by the 
intelligence with which yon do 
approach the various outlets that 
mean the most to you. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



*My diet says I can have Swiss 
cheese if I only eat the holes.” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
)• by Hand Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ATTIR 



□ 

LG 




m. ifo- urnm U.mm . » 
DliepiiteM 


IMODI 


IE 



PRULAB 




□ 



INTYME 


IT 

I 

□ 


THE LETTER O IS 
THE NOISIEST OF 
| VOWELS, BECAUSE ALL 
THE OTHERS ARE 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 
ERMINE MEDLEY 


Jumbles: VALVE CROWN 
Answer He commands quite a big income which she 
knows how to COMMANDEER 


THE Daily Crossword by Henry Sahhandler 


ACROSS 
f Compel 
6 Sentry word 
10 Shoo! 

14 “Let s 
Make — ” 

15 Operatic 
prince . 

16 Legend 

17 Deed . 

18 Ancient 
Portugal 

20 Musical grOup 

22 Improved 

23 Challenge 

24 Seemingly 

25 Luminous ring 

28 Military grade 

29 Wallace or 
Ayres 

32 Spy 

33 Gr. letter 

34 Half a disease 

35 South of 
France 

38 Flower part 

37 Montand 

38 Iris layer 

39 Den 

40 Prague native 

41 wine wort 

42 “Tha Way 
We — " 

43 Hale's partner 

44 Mountain 
nymph 

48 Bruce of film 
47 Cancels a 

mission 

49 Guarantors 
53 Beijing once 

55 Lotto kin 

56 Vehicle 

57 Not any 

58 Rustic 

59 Feds 

60 Labels 

61 Revise 

DOWN 

1 Kismet 

2 Aeslr god 

3 Soaks flax 

4 Scotland old 
style 

5 Constituent 

6 Steep 


ah R ignis Reserved 

7 Material fever 

8 — Angeles 

9 Court of 
inquiry 

10 RBI and B3A 
11' Bridge support 

12 "I cannot 
tell 

13 Rip 

19 Shipbuilding 
wood 

21 Arty deg. 

24 Persian Gulf 
land 

25 Fr.‘ writer 
Albert 

26 Arch 

27 Do over 

28 Fasten - 
.anew 

30 Upright 

31 — washy 

33 Goatee 

34 Istanbul 
formerly 

36 Nice 
40 Brain pans 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


□□□a aQou uaaau 

uuii'j □□□□ aaniua 
□□□is aiiJHQQaaaup 
□□□□□□□a □□□□aa 
□on □□□□ Qhq 
^□□0)0 O0Q0 H0O 
□□□□B BQQ0 HOOD 
□□□□□ 00Q □□□□□ 

□cjqq onno aonoo 
BOO Boon UULJU 
QQE □□□□ □□□ 
uiJLiuny aanBQBBo 

upoua BOBQ □□□□ 

OflaOlH UUIIil BQQEl 


42 Jack of 
"Dragnet" 

43 That girl 

45 Talk 
incessantly 

46 Noblemen 

47 Card game 


48 pgf 

49 Carol 

50 Concerning 

51 Acior 
Richard 

52 Convinced 
54 Mauna — 
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29 

20 

11 

32 
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13 
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1 

34 




15 
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as 
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38 
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Wsm 

44 

US 
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so 

51 

52 

S3 
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U.S.-led allies increase aid to states 
hardest hit economically by Gulf crisis 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — The 
world's richest countries Monday 
pledged $834 million in new aid 
to nations hardest hit by the Gulf 
crisis and said they would study 
how to repair economic damage 
wrought by the war. 

The meeting of 27 wealthy 
countries in die Gulf Crisis Finan- 
cial Coordination Group, was the 
first effort by the United States 
audits allies to help the Middle 
East recover from six weeks of 
fighting to drive Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

They said the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank should play a key 
role in any long-term effort to 
help the region. 

But some delegations reacted 
coolly to U-S. Secretary of States 
James Baker’s idea of a regional 
development bank. 


“There was much scepticism 
about new institutional set-ops ... 
the Tcspooe needs to be fast, 
flexible and broad," said Luxem- 
bourg Treasury Minister Yves 
Mersch who hosted the meeting. 

U.S. undersecretary of the 
treasury David Mulford said the 
allies,, including the European 
Community, Japan, and the Gulf 
states, bad pledged S14.86 billion 
to Monday and that new pledges 
to the end of 1991 took this to 
S15.7 billion. 

Most of this, around SI 1.7 tril- 
lion. is being funnelled to Egypt, 
Turkey and Jordan, the frontline 
states which suffered serious eco- 
nomic damage from the crisis. 

New pledges Monday included 
$500 million from Italy, $200 
million from Saudi Arabia, $100 
million from Japan, $20 million 


from South Korea, according to 
figures supplied by the group. 

Although the U.S. chairs the 
group it has not contributed any 
aid because of its large military 
effort in the Gulf war. 

Mulford said Germany had 
made a substantial contribution 
in recent days which was not 
included in the $834 million, but 
gave no figure. 

Germany had pledged SI 33 
billion in all, the group’s figures 
showed. 

Mulford said at least 60 per 
cent of the funds were grants. Aid 
covered balance of payments 
shortfalls, commodity imports, 
humanitarian and development 
projects, he added. 

Over half the total promised, 
or $8.33 billion, bad already been 
distributed. 

The meeting took place as 


James Baker met Egyptian lead- 
ers as part of a 10-day Middle 
East tom promoting a four point 
plan which emphasises fostering 
the region's economic develop- 
ment. 

It was the group’s first gather- 
ing since the end of the Gulf war. 
It bad met four times since Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, 
Mulford said. 

He said the group had re- 
sponded quickly to Marshal aid 
for the region and would play a 
role until the aid was disbursed. 

“It is widely viewed as a com- 
mittee that needs to continue its 
function, but not a committee 
that is seeking to become an 
institution," Mulford said. 

He said Baker’s ‘Middle East 
bank plan bad not been discus- 
sed. 


* 
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Australian premier outlines 
sweeping reform measures 


Ankara asks 
Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait 
to employ 
Turks 

ANKARA (R) — Turkey has 
asked Kuwait and Saudi Arabia 
to employ more Turks and ease 
the return of thousands of its 
workers who left jobs during die 
Gulf crisis. 

Anatolian News Agency said 
Tuesday that Labour Minister 
Imren Aykut met the Kuwaiti 
and Saudi ambassadors to discuss 
job opportunities. 

The envoys told Aykut Turks 
would be given priority among 
migrant workers, the agency said. 

Prime Minister Yfldirim Akbu- 
lut is planning a visit to Kuwait to 
promote Turkish firms for re- 
building work. 

Turkey’s official unemploy- 
ment figure is 13 per cent. West- 
ern labour sources put it at 
around 20 per cent. 


CANBERRA (R) — Australia 
eased the brake on imports Tues- 
day to shake up its industries and 
force them to become more in- 
volved in the dynamism of the 
Aisa-Pacific area. 

Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
announced major cuts in tariffs to 
stimulate domestic output and 
eased taxes on industry in a major 
reform plan entitled "building a 
competitive Australia." 

the supposed virtues of protec- 
tive tariffs had become deeply 
embedded in the psyche of the 
nation, Hawke told parliament, 
unveiling the plan to make Au- 
stralia more industrialised and 
end almost total reliance on re- 
venue from crops and minerals. 

The plan aims to looking 
beyond Australia’s current reces- 
sion. which Hawke conceded his 
labour government had created 
by acting late to curb consumer 


spending on imports. 

He listed measures to reduce 
tariffs from the start of the fiscal 
year starting July 1, 1992, and 
ease taxes on local industry: 

— The tariff of up to 15 per 
cent on a range of nearly 600 
imports will be phased down to 
five per cent by 1996. 

— Tariffs on motor vehicles 
will be phased down from 35 per 
cent in 1992 in annual steps of 2.5 
per cent to 15 per cent in the year 
2000. 

— A 50 per cent sales tax on 
luxury cars will be cut to 30 per 
cent with immediate effect. Most 
of the cars are imported. 

— Quotas that limit the import 
quantities of textiles, clothing and 
footwear (TCF), which mainly 
come from Asia, are to be scrap- 
ped from March 1993. 

— Tariffs on TCF will be cut 
from a current top rate of 55 per 


cent to a maximum 25 per cent by 
the year 2000. 

— A range of strategic manu- 
facturing industries, such as en- 
gineering. will from 1992/93 be 
exempt from wholesale taxes im- 
posed on inputs at varying stages 
of their production. 

— Companies will be able to 
recoup greater tax refunds from 
setting depredation of equipment 
against tax. Hawke said. 

— On major projects, there 
will be guaranteed access for log- 
gers to forests, subject to en- 
vironmental impact studies, and 
more plantations are planned. 

The total cost to the economy, 
largely in reduced income from 
taxation, will be 33 million Au- 
stralian dollars ($25 million) in 
1990/91, 447 million dollars ($340 
million) in 1991/92, and 856 mil- 
lion dollars ($655 million) in 
1992/93. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Mood*?,' March 11, 1991 




Central Bank official rates 




Boy - SeR 

French franc 

124.5 

125.2* 

U.S. doflaj 

671.0 675.0 

lapasCK yen (foe 1001 

435.7 

488.6 

Pound Sterling 

1241.9 1249.4 

Dutch guildeT 

376.0 

3783 

1 Deutschmark 

423.8 426J 

Swedish crown 

115.0 

115.7 



Titafinfl Bra (to 100) 

56.8 

57.1 

Swiss franc 

486.1 -4S9.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 

208.7 

210.0 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 

One Sterling 1.8660/70 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1565/70 

fannriiwrt dollar 

1.5630/40 

Deotschemarks 

1.7665/75 

Dutch guilders 

1.3570/77 

Swiss francs 

32.23/27 

Belgian francs 

5.3350/3400 

French francs 

1169/1170 

Italian lire 

135.80/90 

Japanese yen 

5.7850/7900 

Swedish crowns 

6.117Q/2Q 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0150/0200 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 363.90/40 

U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKET 


TOKYO — Stocks dosed firmer, encouraged by the yen’s fresh 
gains against the dollar. Higher bond prices also helped prices up. 
The Nikkei index ended up 58.05 points or 0.22 per cent to 
26,727.42 with a light 500 million shares traded. 

SYDNEY — Australian shares ended firmer but off the day’s 
highs, with little reaction to Prime Minister Bob Hawke's industry 
statement. The All Ordinaries, which hit 1.434.7 in the morning, 
fell back to end 5.5 point higher at 1,429.4. 

' HONG KONG — Shares dosed softer as investors held back 
and the market consolidated its hefty gains. The Hang Seng index 
shed 10.96 to end at 3,658.07. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed weaker but off the day’s lows on 
selective bargain-hunting in active trade. The key Straits Times 
index dosed down 10.93 at 1,477.55. 

BOMBAY — Prices ended mixed in dull trading as state 
investment houses moved to the sidelines after supporting the 
market for two weeks. The bombay Stock Exchange index fell 
8.82 points to 1,165.90. The national index lost 3.14 to 585.89. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mixed after swinging through a 
13-point range on the 30-shaxe DAX index in a largely technical 
trading session. The index rose 5.83 to 1,571.61. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed slightly lower after trading in a 
narrow range. Potential buyers, hoping for lower prices later in 
the week, held back. The SPI index fell 3.1 to 1,043.6. 

PARIS — Prices edged back up at midsession as renewed talk of 
an imminent French base rate cut helped a nervious market. At 
1145 GMT the CAC-40 index was up 8.9 at 1,805.60. 
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Syrian economy booms with flow 
of Arab, Western financial aid 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s eco- 
nomy is enjoying a boom, fuelled 
by Arab and Western money 
pouring in to reward its anti-Iraq 
stand in the Gulf war, economists 
and diplomats say. 

By sending 20,000 troops to the 
U.S. -led multinational force 
which drove Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait, Damascus has ended 
years of deprivation of Arab and 
Western aid. 

“There is a remarkable recov- 
ery in Syria’s economy in all 
sectors... more tenders are being 
announced on a big scale... this is 
a significant sign of prosperity," 
one economist said. 

The impoverished country of 
12 million people, on the United 
States list of countries supporting 
international terrorism, has radi- 
cally improved its image and en- 
ded years of isolation. 

Some unconfirmed estimates 
put the sum that Syria may 


already have received from the 
Gulf slates as high as SI .5 billion, 
while the European Community 
has released S192 million in aid 
frozen since 1986. 

Germany is to grant Syria S100 
million in economic assistance. 
Japan has pledged a similar sum 
in aid plus another $500 million to 
build a power plant. 

Official sources say the govern- 
ment has embarked on 16 new 
development projects since Janu- 
ary, compared to two last year. 
Two of these, improvements to 
the Damascus sewerage and the 
installation of 60,000 telephone 
lines, are financed by Kuwait. 

The government recently liber- 
alised currency regulations in a 
bid to encourage private sector, 
export-led growth and to meet 
the government shortage of fore- 
ign exchange. 

It introduced two decrees au- 
thorising exporters to spend 75 


per cent of foreign currency earn- 
ings on imports and to sell the 
remaining 25 per cent to the 
government at a favourable rate. 

Markers are crammed with im- 
ported goods which are scarce 
before the Gulf crisis and expons 
is expanding fast. 

Official statistics show a trade 
surplus in 1990 of SI ,245.6 mil- 
lion compared with $927 million 
in 1989. In 19SS Syria had a trade 
deficit of $884.2 million. 

Imports of raw material and 
semi-manufactured imports are 
up. So are exports of locally 
manufactured goods. 

“Arab countries are expected 
to finance more development and 
industrial projects which will con- 
tribute to the recovery of the 
Syrian economy,’’ one economist 
said. 

Eight Gulf war Arab allies 
meeting in Damascus last week 
agreed Syria and Egypt should 
provide troops for a regional 


Arab peace-keeping force. In re- 
turn they will get economic aid 
from the six Gulf states. 

Syria will also benefit from an 
economic cooperation agreement 
signed with Saudi Arabia Friday. 

Economists said Arab funds 
would get the economy moving, 
allowing the government to speed 
up economic liberalisation. 

“Because of the availability of 
funds, the government will loosen 
external trade laws which will 
have a positive effect on the 
market,’’ the economist said. 

One Western diplomat said 
Syria would find in time that it 
had to ease state control of its 
economy to help coordination 
with liberal Gulf Arab states. 

“Eventually, Syria will have to 
loosen up, end its economic res- 
trictions and open up as Egypt 
has done. They need to facilitate 
trade exchanges with their neigh- 
bours.” he said. 


British Airways cuts 
first-class luxuries 


Soviet miners call 
all-out pay strike 


LONDON (R) — Travellers in 
first-class cabins on British Air- 
ways (B.A.) will loss luxuries, 
such as cashew nuts and swizzle 
sticks because of budget cuts, a 
London newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

The airline, which announced 
Monday that traffic fell by 26 per 
cent in January 1991 compared 
with January 1990, would ration 
after-dinner mint chocolates, the 
Daily Telegraph said. 

Removing cashews from the 
mixed nuts offered to first-class 
passengers would save £40,000 


($75,000) a year, the newspaper 
quoted a B.A. spokesman as 
saying. 

Flowers would no longer be 
provided in lavatories and a fruit 
basket would be replaced with a 
biscuit tray, the newspaper said. 

B.A. ranked 22nd in a poll of 
17,700 readers of the Consumer’s 
Association’s Holiday which 
magazine published Tuesday. 

Of 48 airlines. Hongkong- 
based Cathay Pacific came first, 
Israel’s El AI second and Swissair 
third. Britain’s Discount Virgin 
Atlantic was ranked fourth. 


General strike hits 
Algerian natural gas 
exports, oil output 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian work- 
ers laughed a two-day general 
strike Tuesday, hitting natural 
gas exports and production of oil 
and gas, state radio reported. 

More than 85 per cent of work- 
ers in the oilfields of Hassi Mes- 
saoud and Hassi R’Mel observed 
the strike, the radio said. 

Arzew, the main western Alge- 
rian port for exports of liquefied 
natural gas, was paralysed, port 
authorities said. Only two tankers 
had loaded gas cargoes and furth- 
er loading was postponed. 

The radio said the strike, called 
by the General Union of Algerian 
Workers fUGTA) in protest 
against layoffs and rising prices, 
had been widely followed. 

The stoppage. Algeria's first 
general strike since independence 
29 years ago. hit public utilities, 
schools, universities and big in- 
dustrial plants. 

They included the EJ-Hajar 
steel plant in the eastern port of 
Arm aba, a petrochemical com- 
plex in nearby Skikda and a 
vehicle assembly plant in an 
Algiers suburb, union sources 
said. 

A UGTA official in the main 
western Algerian port of Oran, 
Habib Abed, said die strike was 
90 per cent effective there. 

But it was less successful in 
private factories, where there was 
little UGTA presence, the radio 
said. 

The trade union organisation, 
which claims 800,000 members, 
called on workers to maintain 
basic services in hospitals. 

In Arzew, a skeleton staff 
stayed on duty to ensure the 
security of gas liquification and 
refining installations. 

State railways announced be- 
fore the strike that at least one 


train would run between main 
towns. The stoppage cut bus ser- 
vices in big cities. 

Under an agreement between 
the UGTA and the national carrier 
Air Algerie, 10 per cent of inter- 
national flights, mainly to France, 
were operating. 

In government offices, where 
the main opposition Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) party is 
strong, the stoppage was only 
partly successful., A civil ser- 
vants’ union urged members to 
ignore the call. 

Mohammad Gachouche, a 
UGTA official in central Algiers, 
estimated the strike was 50 to 90 
per cent. successful in the capital, 
depending on the sector. 

The official news agency APS 
said daily newspapers failed to 
appear. State radio and television 
staff said they approved of the 
strike’s aims but were still broad- 
casting normally. 

The FIS and the Islamic Trade 
Union urged their supporters to 
boycott foe strike, which they 
said was a trick to divert public 
opinion from the real issues fac- 
ing Algeria. 

Although four opposition par- 
ties backed the strike, the FIS 
said the UGTA, long seen as 
linked to the ruling National Li- 
beration Front (FLJSF) party, was 
responsible for Algeria's econo- 
mic problems because it had sup- 
ported government policies. 

But Social Affairs Minister 
Mohammad Ghrib said in an 
launched published Monday the 
strike was “a political act rather 
than defence of purchasing pow- 
er.” 

Ghrib said the government 
would spend 27 billion dinars 
($2.2 billion) this year to subsi- 
dise staple commodities. 


FEMALE CHEMISTRY TEACHER WANTED 


A student preparing for l.G.C.S.E. needs a female 
chemistry teacher, preferably living in Jabal Amman. The 
student lives in Urn Uthaina. Any transportation fees 
involved- should be borne by the teacher herself. 

Tel: 821059 


SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of two bed moms, lounge, salon, bathroom, two 
verandas, garden, garage, central heating and wall to wall 
carpet. 

Location: Umm Uthaina — behind the shopping centre. 

Rent can be agreed on after visit. 

Call tel: 813526 


HOUSE OF ANTIQUES 

In Omar AI Muhtaseb centre, Abdoun district, near Queen- Alia 
Foundation, Tel. 824698 Amman. 

☆ Old kilims: Persian, Turkish, Caucasian, Bukhara. 

■fr Old carpets: Malayer, Karabagh. Kashan, "Bukhara. 

* Old sliver, copper and bronze objects. 

Open dally from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m„ 4-7 pjn. except Fridays. 


MOSCOW (R) — Mine leaders 
in the Soviet Union's two biggest 
coalfields called Tuesday for all- 
out strikes to push for higher pay 
and the resignation of President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Five days before a crucial re- 
ferendum called by Gorbachev 
on the future of the Soviet Union, 
union spokesman said pit strikes 
were spreading in.&everal regions 
and predicted more pits would 
join the protest. 

“I think that after today’s deci- 
sion many miners will join the 
strike," said Andrei Slivka. a 
spokesman for the strike commit- 
tee in the Ukrainian city of 
Donetsk. 

He said 67 out of 254 collieries 
in the Donbass region of the 
Ukraine were now on strike, up 
from 48 on Monday. An esti- 
mated 93 were on strike through- 
out the Soviet Union. 

The Ukrainian miners issued 
the strike call after the Kremlin 
ignored a Monday deadline to 
meet their demand for a pay rise 
of 150 per cent. 

The Donbass coalfield is second 
in size only to the mighty Siberian 
Kuzbass, where a local activist 
said nine mines were now on 
strike. 

Siberian miners are pushing 
demands for Gorbachev’s res- 
ignation in what they say is a 
purely political stoppage. 


The official news agency TASS 
said the situation in the Kuzbass 
was worsening every hour as min- 
ers met to decide whether to 
strike or not. 

A spokesman for the indepen- 
dent miners’ union in Moscow 
said four mines had gone onr 
trike at Tula in cemral Russia and 
21 in western Lftcraine had joined 
the stoppage, a claim denied by 
the republic’s government. 

Ukrainian radio said all 12 
mines in Chervonograd near the 
Polish border had been on strike 
since Monday evening. 

The strikes have already hit 
steel production and the govern- 
ment has warned char a full-scale 
stoppage could throw the eco- 
nomy into turmoil. 

Railway workers in some min- 
ing regions have appealed to the 
miners to go back to work, saying 
cancellation of coal deliveries is 
cutting freight traffic and thus 
their incomes. 

An all-out strike in July, 1989. 
caused major disruption and 
forced a package of concessions 
on pay and conditions which the 
miners now say the government 
failed to honour. 

Miners earn about 500 roubles 
a month (S900 at the inflated 
official exchange rate), placing 
them among the highest-paid 
workers in the country. 


U.S. , Britain resolve 
landing rights dispute 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. and 
British officials resolved a long- 
running dispute over air rights 
Monday, striking a crucial deal 
that keeps Pan American (Pan 
Am) World Airways in business 
and opens London's top airport 
to industry leader United Airlines 
(UAL). 

“Both sides have come out a 
winner,” U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Samuel Skinner told 
reporters. Without the deal Pan 
Am “would have gone out of 
business tomorrow.” 

Britain was just as upbeat, 
looking to the prospect of com- 
peting head-to-bead with U.S. 
carriers on their own turf. 

“WE have a massive package 
of benefits,’’ Transport Minister 
.Malcolm Riflrind said in London. 


The deal is worth some £200 
million ($400 million) to Britain, 
he said. 

Under the deal, British Air- 
ways PLC has been pushing for 
more access to U.S. airports — 
how much access they won was 
not immediately clear — while 
UAL had sought to buy Pan 
Am’s landing rights at Heathrow. 

Pan Am has been operating 
under bankruptcy protection and 
would have been forced to cease 
operations this week without the 
money from UAL, which will be 
used to repay a $150 million loan. 

Under a 1977 pact known as 
Bermuda 2, Pan Am and Trans 
World Airlines Inc. (TWA) were 
the only U.S. airlines allowed to 
land at Heathrow. 
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TO ALL EMBASSIES AND JOURNALISTS 



DALLAH 


RENT A CAR 

DALLAH RENT A CAR OFFICE 

invites you to hire a car to any place in Baghdad — Iraq 
with or without a driver at competitive prices. 

— Mercedes JD 120/day 

— Double Gabln Pick Up JD 120/day 

— G.M.C JD 150/day 
— Mini Bus 
--4x4 

p Also, Dallah Group offers special rates to 
1 deliver personal effects to Baghdad. 

50% discount daily for the journalists 
hire a car in Jordan. 

For more Information, please call Tel. 
v s^ No. 827082, 827736, 815071. 
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S. African government unveils 
laws to scrap land apartheid 


CAPE TOWN (R) — The South 
African government Tuesday 
submitted draft legislation to par- 
liament to scrap laws that have 
segregated housing and enforced 
land apartheid for nearly SO 
years. 

“The government has now de- 
rided... that race and population 
group should no longer be a 
qualification for the acquisition of 
land rights, that exclusive areas- 
for specific races are, therefore, 
done away with,” the govern- 
ment said in a statement. 

But cabinet ministers said there 
would be no attempt to return 
land seized from blacks under 
apartheid and no law to forbid 
discrimination by private owners. 

The legislation, scrapping 
almost 200 laws and more than 
15,000 regulations, is almost cer- 
tain to be approved by the parlia- 
ment which is dominated by re- 
formist Pesident F.W. De Klerk's 
National Party. 

“If someone in the private sec- 
tor should decide that he does not 
want to let a property to a certain 
person on the basis of his race, he 
can do that,” Planning and Pro- 
vincial Affairs Minister Hemus 
KrieJ said at a news conference. 

The land reform plans were 
laid out in five draft laws and a 


government policy paper submit- 
ted to the Cape Town parliament, 
which still excludes blacks, who 
outnumber whites five to one. 

They include plans for the re- 
peal of all restrctions on black 
home ownership in ares now re- 
served for whites as well as laws 
dating back to 1913 that have 
restricted black fanners ro 13 per 
cent of the country's land. 

The government proposed me- 
asures to protect established stan- 
dards, but not white exclusivity, 
in white areas and to speed up the 
creation of new townships for the 
veiy poor. 

Other clauses called for 
affirmative action to help blacks 
buy houses and get farm finance 
and training. 

The measures comprised the 
first concrete action after De 
Klerk's Feb. 1 promise to parlia- 
ment to repeal remaining apar- 
theid laws. 

“We are changing the whole 
picture. We hope that these bills 
will be on the statute books by 
the middle or the end of June this 
year," said Education Minister 
Stoffel Van Der Merwe. 

Kriel said the government was 
removing laws enacted under 
apartheid to bypass established 
black civil rights. 


“Bylaws that differentiate on 
the basis of colour will not be 
permitted by law. Anybody, after 
the scrapping of the group areas 
act, will be able to buy land 
anywhere he wants to live." 

But he said the government 
would not interfere in private 
contracts drawn up by property 
owners and added that people 
renting homes would not have the 
same protection as home-owners. 

The paper ruled out one key 
black demand: “The government 
is totally opposed to any form of 
redistribution of agricultural 
land, whether by means of con- 
fiscation, nationalisation or ex- 
propriation." 

Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC), the 
government's main negotiating 
partner in talks about a transition 
to democracy, has demanded re- 
parations for blacks thrown off 
their land under apartheid. 

“If radical land reform does 
not take place, we can expect an 
outburst of uncontrollable politic- 
al anger,” the ANC said in a 
memorandum last month. 

Large parts of the government 
paper and draft bills deal with 
measures to help blacks acquire 
land. Kriel said two million plots 
held by blacks on leases of 25 to 


Albania to re-establish ties with U.S. 


VIENNA (R) — Communist 
Albania will re-establish diploma- 
tic relations with the United 
States on March 15 after a break 
of more than 50 years. Albania's 


official News Agency f ATA) said 
The agency said Foreign Minis- 
ter Muhamet Kapllani would 
travel to Washington to sign a 
formal document. 


Slovak nationalists rally 
for independence 


PRAGUE, Czechoslovakia (R) 
— Tens of thousands of Slovak 
nationalists yelling “enough of 
Prague" have rallied for inde- 
pendence from the CZechs and an 
end to a united Czechoslovakia. 

The Czech stale government 
meanwhile announced it would 
begin searching for “alternative 
solutions” for the future, a day 
after President Vaclav Havel — a 
Czech — warned the federation 
could fall apart. 

Demonstrators packed central 
Freedom Square in Slovakia’s 
capital Bratislava for die second 
straight day, waving national 
flags and chanting “enough of 
Prague” “enough of Havel” and 
“independent Slovakia.” 

Estimates of the attendance 
ranged from 25,000 to 100,000. 
Neither police nor state media 
gave crowd figures. 

Leading Slovak political 
groups, headed by increasingly 


popular Premier Vladimir Mec- 
iar, are demanding more auton- 
omy from the central Prague gov- 
ernment for their republic — 
Czechoslovakia's eastern, more 
rural third. 

Some even seek full independ- 
ence, despite an agreement last 
November that allowed the 
Czech and Slovak republics to set 
their own policy in most areas 
except defence, monetary control 
and foreign affairs. 

Speakers at the rally, organised 
by the cultural movement Matica 
Slovenska. demanded Slovak 
sovereignty or a confederative 
state based on a new agreement 
between Slovakia and the Czech 
lands. 

A statement adopted at end by 
a show of hands urged Slovakia's 
parliament and government to. 
“adopt immediately the declara- 
tion of the sovereignty of the 
Slovak Republic.” 


Wrong installation causes 
Japanese nuclear accident 


TOKYO (R) — Improper in- 
stallation of metal fittings by a 
Japanese company was responsi- 
ble for what may have ■ been 
Japan's most serious nuclear 
power accident. 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries 
Ltd, which made and installed the 
finings, has apologised to the 
Japanese government and to the 
owner of the power plant where 
the Feb. 9 accident occurred, a 
company spokesman said Tues- 
day. 

Mitsubishi built the power 
plant's generator and has won 
orders for 22 generators of the 
same type from five electricity 
companies in -Japan, of which 16 
have laready started operation. 

The radiation leak at the no. 2 
Mihama Nuclear Power Plant, 
about 350 kilometres west of 
Tokyo, was well within accepted 
safety standards, but was serious 
enough to trigger the plant's 
emergency cooling system. 

Government officials and offi- 


cials at £ansai Electric Power 
Co., which operates the plant, 
said it was the most serous acci- 
dent in the history of the 
Japanese nuclear power industry. 

The Mitsubishi heavy spokes- 
man said the metal fitting, de- 
signed to neutralise vibration in 
pipes canying high-pressure wa- 
ter coolants, had not been welded 
in the correct position. 

Mitsubishi apologised to the 
Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry and to Kansai Elec- 
tric for the accident Monday, the 
spokesman said. 

As a result of the misplaced 
fitting, one pipe suffered from 
high-pitch vibration and suc- 
cumbed to metal fatigue. In addi- 
tion, a Kansai Electric mechanic 
had mistakenly closed a valve 
supposed to release excessive 
pressure in the primary cooling 
system. 

The accident sparked a number 
of anti-nuclear rallies in many 
pans of the country. 


Premier leads in 1st round of 
Benin presidential elections 


COTONOU, Benin (APJ — 
Prime Minister Nicephore Soglo 
led President Mathieu Kerekou 
in the first round of presidential 
voting, but the former Marxist 
dictator got enough votes to force 
a runoff, election officials said 
Tuesday. 

Final unofficial results gave 
Soglo 36.87 per cent of the vote, 
compared with 26.01 per cent for 
Kerekou. 

Labour leader Albert Tevoe- 
jre. a former U.N. International 
Labour Organisation chief, 
finished third with 14.11 percent. 
Ten other candidates shared the 
rest of the votes. 

Election officials said 1,162,515 
of the country's 2,032.006 reg- 
istered voters cast ballots. 

Kerekou was forced to aban- 
don his Marxist dictatorship a 
year ago when riots and strikes in 
support of multiparty democracy 
paralysed the government and 
the economy. 


Political observers have pre- 
dicted Kerekou will become the 
first president in Africa ousted in 
an election. 

Union leaders has threatened a 
general strike if Kerekou won. A 
similar strike a year ago paralysed 
this West African nation and 
forced Kerekou to hand over 
power to a caretaker government 
led by Soglo. 

Opponents charged that Kere- 
kou bought votes with money 
provided by governments in 
Togo, Ivory Coast and Morocco 
that didn’t want to see him be 
come the first president on the 
African continent to lose in an 
election. 

Kerekou had threatened ro in- 
tervene with his Presidential 
Guard if voting was maned by 
fraud or violence. But he also had 
been accused of trying to instigate 
violence, keep voters from the 
polis_ and create an excuse to 
hang onto power. 


Negotiations on re-establishing 
relations, broken off in 1939 after 
Italy invaded and occupied the 
country, have been going on for 
several months. 


U.S.: China 
not selling 
weapons 
to Khmer 
Rouge, Iraq 

PEKING (R) — A senior U.S. 
official said Tuesday that 
Washington believed China, a 
major arms supplier, was not 
selling weapons now to either 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas fighting 
in Cambodia or to Iraq. 

Richard Solomon, assistant 
secretary of state for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs, told reporters 
before leaving China that Peking 
wanted to repair relations with 
Washington, damaged after the 
brutal suppression of the 1989 
democracy movement here. 

He said he had dealt “with a 
government here that is in- 
terested in ' repairing relations 
that obviously suffered very se- 
rious strain back in the summer of 
1989.” 

Solomon said that over the past 
day and a half he had had en- 
couraging discussions on a num- 
ber of issues of concern, including 
human rights, weapons prolifera- 
tion, trade and cooperation on 
regional and international issues. 

Chinese officials told him they 
were working for a solution to 
Combodia's 12-year civil war and 
were not now arming their allies, 
the Khmer Rouge, one of three 
guerrilla groups. 

“Their position, which they 
reiterated, is that they want to see 
the inflow of weapons stopped 
within the framework of the 
(U.N.-sponsored) comprehensive 
solution,” Solomon said. 

“They tell us that they have 
stopped the delivery of weapons 
since the (permanent five mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil) reached the framework agree- 
ment back in the summer of last 
year and they indicated they're 
prepared to retain that restraint 
as long as all the other arms 
suppliers do likewise." 

Solomon also discussed 
Washington's concern about 
weapons proliferation in the Mid- 
dle East. 

“We did indicate that we are 
quite concerned about a number 
Qf countries that may be sending 
missiles into this part of the 
world," he said. 

“We indicated that we wanted 
to work closely with the Chinese 
to get the issue under control, 
probably in a multilateral 
framework.” 

China used to be one of Iraq's 
major arms suppliers but Solo- 
mon said he believed that had 
stopped since Baghdad's invasion 
of Kuwait in August. 

"The Chinese as a member of 
the U.N. have honoured the 
embargo," he said. “We have 
eveiy reason to believe they have 
honoured that embargo...” 

In addition to discussing Cam- 
bodia with Chinese officials, 
Solomon met on the issue with 
visiting Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Rogachev, French 
Ambassador Claude Martin and 
Cambodian Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk, nominal head of the 
loose guerrilla coalition fighting 
the Vietnamese-supported gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh. 


99 yearn would automatically be- 
come theirs. 

Restrictions on the creation of 
new towns and settlements would 
be eased to make way for large- 
scale emergency housing. 

"Peace, progress and stability 
cannot be achieved unless every 
effort is made to ease the present 
housing shortage,” the govern- 
ment paper said. 

A minister last month esti- 
mated that more than two million 
blacks were homeless in South 
Africa. Private agencies put the 
figure much higher. 

Kriel said more than a million 
hectares of farmland would be 
made available to blacks at subsi- 
dised prices and black farmers 
would for the first time be given 
access to all financial aid pack- 
ages available to white farmers. 

Meanwhile, an overnight cur- 
few brought relative calm to 
Johannesburg’s black townships, 
where at least 56 people have 
died in political faction fighting 
since Saturday, police said Tues- 
day. 

A large army and police pre- 
sence kept the peace between 
rival African National Congress 
(ANC) asnd Inkatha Freedom 
Party supporters, a spokesman 
said. 


Indian 
deputy 
premier 
urges vote 
on polls 

NEW DELHI (R) — Maverick 
Indian politician Devi Lai chal- 
lenged members of parliament 
Tuesday to vote frankly on 
whether they endorsed their 
leader's calls for an early general 
election to settle political turmoil. 

Deputy Prime Minister Lai said 
openly what many members of 
the Lok Sabha (lower house of 
parliament) have been saying in 
private — that the last thing they 
want to do at the moment is face 
India's 500 million voters, the 
world’s biggest electorate. 

“Let there be a division (vote) 
on the dissolution of the Lok 
Sabha also,” said the 76-year-old 
peasant leader, to laughter and 
applause. 

His comments, in the earthy 
Hindi of north India, came after 
the house had' taken its 
umpteenth vote in the past two , 
days to dear urgent business. 

‘Til expose everybody. When 
several members asked me why 
was I allowing the dissolution (of 
parliament) I told them, why 
don’t you rebel against your lead- 
ers?" he said. 

More seriously, Lai said the 
elections would cost the country 
about 7.50 billion rupees ($400 
milli on) which taxpayers would 
have to find. 

Many politicians privately 
admit they do not want early polls 
which they believe are unlikely to 
produce a dear winner. 

They are also concerned an 
election campaign could stir up 
the caste and religious violence 
which have plagued India in the 
past year. 

The only party apparently pre- 
pared for a poll is the fun- 
damentalist Hindu Bharatiya 
Janata Party, which significantly 
boosted its parliamentary stand- 
ing in the last, incondusive, polls 
in 1989. 

Politidans expect President 
Ramaswamy Venkataraman to 
announce later Tuesday or 
Wednesday that he is dissolving 
parliament, meaning that an early 
general election will be held. 


Search 
for new 
U.N. chief 
begins 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
With the Gulf war over, the 
search for a U.N. secretary- 
general to replace Javier Perez de 
Cuellar is under way and African 
countries want his successor to 
come from their continent. 

So far there is only one offidal 
nomination — Kenneth Dadzie 
of Ghana — but there are 
rumours of about two dozen 
other candidates now that the war 
is over. The Gulf crisis had preoc- 
cupied the world body since last 
August. 

No one candidate appears to be 
the favourite, but African nations 
have made it clear the time has 
come for an African secretary- 
general following three from 
Europe, one from Asia and one 
from Latin America. 

Perez de Cuellar, a Peruvian, 
says he agrees. The U.N. chief, 
who completes his second five- 
year stint at the end of 1991, has 
said he will not run again. 

If Africans have been deprived 
of the top post so have women, 
who are rarely even among the 
nominations. i 

The woman's name mentioned 
most frequently as a candidate is 
Norwigian Prime Minister Gro 
Harlem Brundtland, a pioneer in 
environmental affairs. 

Added to this year's intrigue 
and gossip is a campaign by Sir 
Brian Urquhart, a former U.N. 
under-secretary-general now at 
the Ford Foundation, to reform 
the selection process and the 
U.N. Secretariat in general. 

Urquhart and his colleague in 
the Ford Foundation research 
organisation, Erskine Childers, 
want members to draw up a list of 
qualifications, ask governments 
for nominations and allow the 
winner to have more say in 
appointing senior staff. 

They want the term changed to 
one seven-year stint, rather than 
five years subjects to re-election, 
so that tbe secretary-general is 
less beholden to the five Security 
Council permanent members. 


Yugoslavia’s collective 
presidency ‘paralysed’ 


BELGRADE (AP) — The head 
of Yugoslavia’s collective pres- 
idency declared Tuesday that the 
federation's executive power was 
paralysed by the most forceful 
anti-Communist protests ever 
seen in Serbia, tbe largest repub- 
lic. 

Defence Minister Gen. Veljko 
Kadijevic summoned the highest 
state body into an emergency 
session, Borisav Jovic, head of 
the presidency, said a statement. 

“The presidency ... is para- 
lysed to such an extent, in these 
dramatic circumstances, that is 
has practically ceased fulfilling its 
constitutional functions and re- 
sponsibilities,'' said Jovic's state- 
ment, carried by the Yugoslav 
News Agency Tanjug. 

It was not clear whether the 
meeting had actually begun. 

The presidency, nominal com- 
mander of the' armed forces, in- 
cludes representatives of all six 
Yugoslav republics, which are 
sharply split among themselves 
over the future of the crumbling 
Balkan federation. 

The move came as Serbia's 
Communist government faced a 


fourth day of student demonstra- 
tions in the centre of Belgrade. 

The republic's government 
Saturday called in the military to 
help quell a protest against Com- 
munist rule. Two people were 
lolled and at least 100 injured in 
the protest, which sparked a wave 
of new demonstrations posing the 
government's most serious threat 
in decades. 

Croatia and Slovenia, engaged 
in a bitter dispute with Serbia 
about the future of Yugoslavia, 
denounced the use of the military 
against protesters. 

Jovic's statement said the 
security situation in Yugoslavia 
“has been endangered in various 
parts of the country.'' 

“In such circumstances and 
* upon the demand by tbe federal 
defence minister, I have called an 
urgent presidency session as the 
supreme commander of the 
armed forces, to be held im- 
mediately.'* his statement said. 

Earlier Tuesday, the Serbian 
government partially gave ih to 
student protests by demanding 
the resignations of five Belgrade 
TV officials. 


Khaleda Zia gets crucial 
support to form government 


DHAKA (R) — The Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP), which 
won the biggest number of par- 
liamentary seats in elections last 
month, took a step doser towards 
forming a government by vanning 
the backing of a Muslim fun- 
damentalist group. 

The Jamaat-E-Islamic 
announced its support in a letter 
to acting President Sbahabuddin 
Ahmad Monday, the offidal BSS 
news agency said. 

“The letter stated Jamaat will 
fully cooperate with and support 
BNP in forming a stable govern- 
ment.” the agency said. 

The BNP won 138 seats in the 
300-member parliament in the 
Feb. 27 poll, the largest number 
of seats for a single party but 13 
short of an absolute majority. 
Jamaat won 18 seats. 

BNP leader Begum Khaleda 


Zia. widow of President Ziaur • majority of the members,” she 
Rahman who was assassinated in told him in a message Monday. 


3 killed in Mexican plant explosion 


COATZACOALCOS, Mexico 
(Agendes) — Pipes in a chlorine 
plant near this southern dty ex- 
ploded Monday, setting fire to 
the installation, authorities said. 
Three people were reported kil- 
led and about 350 injured. 

The blasts shook buildings and 
shattered windows in nearby 
towns. Flames shot more than 
100 feet (33 metres) into the air 
and were visible for miles. 

“At first people thought it was 
an earthquake.” said Cira Ines 
Jimenez Martinez, a social work- 
er at the hospital in Nachitlan, a 
few miles from the plant. “The 


second one was stronger and 
everyone panicked." 

• Offidals at Petroleos Mexica- 
nos, S.A., told a news conference 
that three employees died in the 
explosion at its petrochemical 
plant in Pajaritos, the local news- 
paper El Diario Del Istmo re- 
ported. The town is located near 
the Gulf coast dty of Coatzacoal- 
co5, 300 miles (470 kilometres) 
southeast of Mexico City. 

Maria Elvira Santa Maria, an 
El Diario reporter, said “a 
tremendous mushroom cloud” 
could be seen after the explosion. 


Petroleos Mexicanos, or 
Pemex. the government oil 
monopoly, said 122 people were 
injured, but tallies at nearby hos- 
pitals suggested a much higher 
injury count. 

A staff member at the Pemex 
Clinic in Coatzacoalcos said ab- 
out 200 people were treated 
there. The Nachitlan hospital tre- 
ated 103. 

Manuel Avila Y Avila, the Red 
Cross chief in Coatzacoalcos, said 
30 people were taken to the 
Sorial Security Hospital there, 
and 13 others were treated and 
released by the Red Cross. 


Blast damages 5 buses in Athens 


ATHENS (AP) — Five tour 
bases were damaged by explo- 
sions early Tuesday in attacks in 
which Greece's most lethal urban 
terrorist group claimed responsi- 
bility. 

Newspaper Eleftherotypia said 
that a caller purporting to repre- 
sent the leftist November 17 
Organisation phoned to explain 
that the tour buses were bombed 
in support of striking bus drivers 
protesting government plans to 
privatise the ailing state-owned 
and operated Greek urban bus 
company or EAS. 

Public Order Minister Yiannis 
Vassiliadis said that although 
police had not authenticated the 
claim, the bombs used were 
“identical" to those used by 
November 17 in attacks against 
Western companies during Gulf 


war. 

Government spokesman Vyron 
Polydoras connected the explo- 
sions with the trial of former 
Premier Andreas Papandreou 
and three of his former ministers 
on corruption charges that 
opened Monday. 

"It’s an impressive coincidence 
that the bombs went off the day 
the trial began,” he said, but did 
not elaborate. 

The tour buses were parked 
overnight in streets at the suburbs 
of Kipseli and Galatsi on the 
outskirts of Athens and sustained 
serious damage from the explo- 
sions. Police said no one was 
injured by the midnight blasts 
because the buses were empty at 
tbe time. 

The government has rented 
tour buses and pressed military 


vehicles into service in an effort 
to transport stranded passen- 
gers. 

The strikes which started two 
months ago. are called at peak 
hours and have created hardship 
for over 1.5 million daily commu- 
ters who work in and around the 
capital. About 4 million of 
Greece's 10 million population 
reside in and near Athens. 

Bus drivers plan further rush 
hour walkouts Tuesday and 
Thursday and two 24-hour strikes 
Wednesday and Thursday. 

November 17 has been active 
in Greece since 1975 when it first 
assassinated CIA ‘station chief 
Richard Welch. Since then it has 
claimed responsibility for 13 
more murders and scores of 
bombings especially against 
Western interests. 


Major forges new EC alliance with Germany 


BONN (R) — British Prime 
Minister John Major, anxious to 
end his country's isolation in the 
European Community (EC), has 
forged a new alliance with Ger- 
many and signalled a clear break 
with the European policies of his 
predecessor Margaret Thatcher. 

At an Anglo-German summit 
Monday, Major called for Lon- 
don and Bonn cooperate “warm- 
ly" in the EC and made clear he 
did not share Thatcher’s distrust 
of the Germans or her fear that 
they would dominate a more 
closely integrated community. 

”1 think tbe message that 
emerges from this summit is the 
extent and the warmth of the 
coming together in relationships 
between Britain and Germany," 
Major told a news conference. 
“In Britain we’re very pleased 
with this.'* 

Major, who took over from 
Thatcher in November, has 
quickly established a friendly, 
first-name relationship with 
Chancellor Helmut Kohi which 
contrasts starkly with the often 


frosty meetings .between Kohl 
and Thatcber. 

The two leaders took pains to 
stress that their new friendship 
did not mean a weakening in 
Germany's traditionally strong 
ties with France, saying all three 
countries should work together 
on political and economic in- 
tegration in the EC. 

“I am sure myself that Europe 
is stronger when Britain, France 
and Germany are working 
together and Britain is playing a 
full part at the very centre of the 
European Community,” Major 
said. 

He used his visit to Bonn, his 
second in four weeks, to make his 
first public speech outside Britain 
as prime minister. 

Addressing the conservative 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation, 
he said that, at 47, he was too 
young to share the anti-German 
feelings of many older Britons 
who remembered World War II, 

“I don't think the present gen- 
eration... are going to have some 


of the hang-ups that some of our 
predecessor generations had,” he 
said. 

While Thatcher made little sec- 
ret of her unease at German 
unification last year. Major said 
he Welcomed it. 

He also made clear that he did 
not blame Germany for not pro- 
viding troops for the U.S.-led 
multinational force that fought in' 
the Gulf and praised Bonn’s eco- 
nomic contribution to the war 
effort as very generous. 

In contrast to Thatcher, who 
saw EC economic and political 
integration largely in terms of the 


a single European currency, Ma- 
jor said London was gradually 
shifting from Thatcher’s stance of 
outright opposition while Bonn 
— earlier aligned with Paris in 
seeking rapid economic union — 
was now more cautious. 

Echoing recent comments by 
Kohl, Major said: 

“The development of monet- 
ary cooperation must depend on 
much greater progress towards 
economic convergence between 
member states. The gaps at pre- 
sent are simply too wide. To rush 
forward and ignore them would 
be to risk economic failure.” 


loss of British sovereignty they Major firmly rejected sugges- 
would entail. Major did not men- tions of a “two-tier" Europe in 
tion the word sovereignty at all in which a core group of member 
his speech. states went ahead with a sinrie 


Instead, be concentrated on 
the practical problems that would 
have to be overcome as member 
states coordinated economic poli- 
cy, angling out issues such as 
inflation which are of particular 
concern to Germany. 

Although still not committed to 


which a core group of member 
states went ahead with a single 
currency while others remained 
outside. . 

“I don’t approve of the Europe 
of two speeds, indeed I think it is 
the very antithesis of what 
Enrope is about. I think that 
would be fetal for Europe ” he 
said. 



1981, is also expected to receive 
support from smaller parties and 
independents, political observers 
say. 

The Awami League, headed by 
Khaleda’s main rival, Sheikh 
Hasina, is the biggest opposition 
group in parliament with 88 seats, 
followed by the Jatiya Party of 
former President Hossain 
Mohammad Ershad with 35. 

Hasina has repeatedly told 
Ahmad, a former chief justice 
who took office after Ershad res- 
igned in December following a- 
bitter opposition campaign, he 
should not allow Khaleda to form 
the government. 

“It would be grossly unfair if 
you invite Khaleda Zia to form 
the government until parliament 
sits on April 5 to decide which 
leader commands support of a 


Bush asked to prove ; 
he is president 

ARLINGTON, Virginia (R) — 
George Bush was momentarily ^ 
stumped when a sceptical school- ; 
boy asked him to prove he was 
the president of the United 
States. “How do I know you’re 
the president?” Anthony Hen- 
derson, 8, asked Bush. The presi- 
dent was visiting Barcroft 
Elementary School, where 
Anthony is a pupil, to salute 
members of the U.S. Marine 
Corps who serve as volunteer 
tutors there. “Did you think I was 
a pretending guy?” Bush asked. 
He produced a Texas driving 
licence and showed it to Anthony. 
“See. B-U-S-H." he said. But it 
didn't list his occupation. “Here's 
my grandson playing baseball,” 
he said, displaying a photograph, i 
"I might have some other evi- 1 
dence," Bush added as he drew a * 
credit card from his wallet. “Do 
you accept American Express 
here?" ‘Til tell you how I can 
prove it,” Bush finally said. 
“There's a great big black 
limousine car out there!' Anthony 
still looked doubtful. 

Jealous wife cuts 
off an inch 

HONG KONG (R) — A 38-year- 
oid Hong Kong woman, enraged 
by her husband’s infidelity, snip- 
ped off part of his penis with 
scissors while he slept and flushed 
it down the toilet, police said. 
The 35-year-old man, who was 
not identified, awoke in agony to 
find his wife had attacked him 
with the scissors because she was 
jealous of his girlfriend, police 
said. He called police before 
making his way to a nearby dink. 
“About one inch (2.5 cm) was cut 
off and flushed away,” a policy* 
spokesman said. Tbe woman was 
, to appear in court, accused of 
malicious wounding. 

Australia sells 
tonne of new gold 
coins in 2 days 

SYDNEY (R) — Australia sold 
one tonne of new gold bullion 
coins in just two days last week, 
including 650 one-kilogramme 
gold nuggets, the biggest coins in 
the worm. Gold refiner Goldcorp 
Australia said international inves- 
tors snapped up most of the 7,494 
gold coins sold since the launch of 
a new issue Wednesday, earning 
the nation millions of dollars in 
export revenue. The one-kilog- 
ramme (32.15 troy ounce) nug- 
get, of 99.99 per cent gold, has a 
face value of 10,000 Australian 
dollars ($7,600). By weight. 
South East Asian investors took 
half of the coins sold, Europeans 
35 per cent and Japanese 10 per A 
cent, Goldcorp said. Five per^ 
cent were sold in Australia. 
"Overseas sales so far will gener- 
ate about 16 million dollars ($12 
million in export revenue for Au- 
stralia,” said Goldcorp, operator 
of the Perth mint that issues the 
coins. “With the formal launches 
of the coins still to be held in 
Europe, the USA, Hong Kong 
and Tokyo, orders are expected 
to quickly reach two tonnes.” 
That compares with the 200 
tonnes of gold Australia is fore- 
cast to produce in the year to 
June 30. The new series of coins 
have been issued in two-ounce, 
10-ounce and one-kilogramme 
denominations. Until now the 
maximum size had been one 
ounce. 

Woman planning 
virgin birth > 

LONDON (R) — A British 
woman who has never had sex is 
undergoing artificial insemination 
treatment that she hopes will lead 
to a virgin birth, British newspap- 
ers have reported. The woman, 
who was not named, is in her 20s 
and single. She was said to be 
having the treatment at a clinic in 
the central English dty of Birm- 
ingham run by the British Pre- 
mancy Advisory Service 
(BPAS). Two other similarly in- 
experienced women have re- 
quested the £185 ($345) treat- 
ment but have not started yet, the 
papers quoted the BPAS as 
saying. The Daily Mail quoted a 


spokeswoman for the BPAS as 
saying there had probably been£ 
previous virgin births using artifi- 
cial insemination, but they had 
not been publicised. “Most of the 
virgins we see are married with 
psychosexuai problems,” spokes- 
woman Tara Kaufmann said. 
"The woman receiving treatment 
at the moment is heterosexual, 
but we would treat a lesbian in 
the same way." The Birmingham 
dime’s policy drew fire from local 
member of parliament Dame JiB 
Knight of thus ruling Conservative 
Party, who said it was wrong for 
doctors to help vir gins to have 
children. “It is difficult to 
^pde a more irresponsible act 4 
than to assist a wo man to have a 
chiid^ in this highly unnatural 
way," she said in a statement. 
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